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| READER. 


Reader, 


T would be an tnaccountable Þ: eſumption for ' me 
' to commend to thy good Opinion the Author of the 
Commentary oj the Pſalms, and that part of St. ' 
Peters Firſt Epiſtle; preſented to thee m ,the following * 
| * Sheets. If thou art @ ProteſtantChriſtian, and jn- 
differently acquainted with Authors, thou muſt a= 
'F knowledge Dr. Martin Luther,- a Worthy of the 
Firſs\Rank next the Apoſtles, if not the Fiſt alſo m 
that Rank ; or ſtand by thy ſelf, as [ome odd ſingle 
Exception, from the ſtream of thy Profeſſion. But 
jt thou art a Roman Catholick, and ſo: of a Dao» 
mination as contradifory to it ſelf, as thy Papal Prin- 
caples are to Truth, Reaſon, Sence, and Humane So» 
city, I muſt not bope the Authors Name (than Which, 
to thoſe of thy Profeſſion, none is more abborred) will 
Hh _—_ his Work to thy Peruſal, much leſs thy Em- 
aces. 


| That mighty Oppoſition which this Worthy met with 


— 


as the God of all Grace had filled him withal: And 
the Commentaries following expreſs as mith of bath, 
as any of his Numerous Traits. And this confider- 


ed, with the ſad Parallel of our Preſent Confuſtons, | 


and their Cauſes, with thoſe of his Days ; Thoſe ve- 
ry Remedies (animated with the ſame Spirit ) axe with 
much reaſon propoſed fer thy Support, under our pre- 
ſent Calamitres ; if not alſo, as of ſome Tendency to- 
wards a Cure. | 

T doubt not but ſuch who have not proſtituted their 
Souls to their Senſuality, and their Religion to thoſe 
who bid moſt, and the Church of Chriſt to the Luſts of 
Antichriſt, will. Accept and Approve of theſe Flowers 


out of Luther's Garden, as Eminently Seaſonable, and: 


to a Spiritual Palate, no leſs Savoury, 

I have no further to acquaint thee with, but that 
thisCommentary is according to the Engliſh Tranſlati- 
1 08 t of the Latm, Printed in the year 1 615. 


in bis Succeſsful Attempts of tulling down the Pay a 
| *X (. 


Power, was an Exerciſe for ſuch a Faith and C ourage 
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Ver. 1. If the Lord had not been on our ſide, &C. 
His Pſalmis a Thankſgiving to God fi r his great mer- 


cy ip preſerving his People, placed (as the ſtories do 
| ſhew)in the midſt of rhe Gerr:les and Heathen People, as a The Argu- 
flock of Sheep in a wild Forreſt; . or in reſpc< of the multi- —_— or th 
tade,asa City compared to a mighty Kingdom, being com- NN aa 
palled on-every ſide with the Kings of the Aſyrians, the of 1;-ae) as a 
Eeyptians, the Ammonites, the 1{maclites, the Atoabites ; flock of Sheep 
m Satan had ſtirred up wich deadly hatred, to vex and among many 
perſecute them, ſeeking by all means to root them out from VS: 
3 ®eEarth, that thereby he might utterly deface and aboliſh 
F tie Word and Worſhip of the Lord. This danger D=vi4 
& and thanked God which had preſerved his People 
+ from the rage of ſo many Lyons and Dragons, which not- 
anding that they never ceaſed to ſeck their Deſtru- 


[> 100, yet all that they went about ws in vain. And wh2t 
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; xy et this, that this People could fo long continue, 
mthitanding the malice and rage of ſo many Devils ? 


7 


batheretore in this Pſalm exhorterh his People to he 
5 B thankful 
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A Commentary 
| 4 nkfyl co.che Lord their God.ſo mightily preſerving, de+ 


Nations and Kingdoms, hating ard perſecuting them on 
eyery ſide. 

Which Pſ3lm we alſo doſing, not only againſt our adver- 
faries which hate 5nd perſecute the Word, but alſo againſt 
ſpiricual Wickedneſs. ” For 'we are taught by the Gofil 
that there are nov ſeven Devils which lye in wait for us, 

"(whereas we were before in danger but of one) which ceaſe 


not to ſtir up the whole World againſt us. Yea.our Caſe 


were more tollerable if we had but only the World, andn6t 


Satan alſo with all his Angels and the'gates of Hell, wholly 
bent againſt us. But yet turther co moleft and vex ns; be- 
ſides all theſe, we have alſo the third Enemy, which we car- 


ry always about, with us, which we nouriſh alſo and foſter - 


at home with us, and eyen within vs, the fleſh I mean,which 
giveth us no reſt,but continually tempteth us ts Sin,fighteth 
againſt Faith,and ſtriveth in our members againſt the Spirit. 
-Foraimuch then as the Church of God is never free from 
theſe dangers, let us alſo fing to the praiſe of Chriſt this 
PſiIm : that he preſerveth us his members from all theſe 
Enemies. For it were extream ingraticude not t@acknow- 
ledge this miracle , that notwithſtanding all theſe , the 
Church doth yer continue, 2nd that there be ſome which 
truly teach and confeſs Chriſt, 2nd believe in Chriſt, tho 
Satan' rage, the World and falie Brethren conſpire againſt 
us, and the fleſh ( as an untamed Beaſt ) fght againſt the 
Word and Faith never ſo much.. This is the benefit then 
that Davrd ſo highly extolleth, and wiſheth that Is People 
would underſtand and give thanks to God for the ſame. 


Verſe 1. If the Loyd had not been on our fide, may Iſrael now 


ſay ; 
Verſe 2. 1f the Lord bad not been been on oxr ſide, when men 
roſe up againſt us, | 


Verſe 3- They had then ſwallowed us up quick, when their wr ny 
was kindled againſt us. | 


and delivering them from the violetme of ſo may 
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- Here the Prophet David exhorteth the People to roh> 
fder- how ects God hath delivered them Aonog 
"hands of their Enemies, and how miraculouſly he had pre- 


*Y 


L ſerved that Kingdom, and alſo to praiſe God with him for 


the fame. Which words are not to be reſtrained to Deva; 
time only. For the Heathen People had oftentimes hefore 
warred againſt them with ſuch Force ang Power as was like 
to the rage 'of moſt huge and terrible floods of Ware 
(whereof he ſpeaketh here) ready to overflow them. There- 
fore ſecing he mentioneth here no one kind of deliverance, 
it ſeemeth that he merreth in theſe words of Thanks- 
giying to.ſet forth whatſoever God had done for rhe ſuc- 
cour and deliverance of his People at any rime before. 
Wherein he-ſheweth (as ic were in a glaſs) the dangerous 
ſtate of the Church from the beginning, that the faithful 
may learn'to know that it hath not heen preſerved by the 
h and policy of man, but by the miraculous power 
and hand of God,and therefore in their trou les and afflicti- 
ons ſhould always flie to-God for help and ſuccour. 
» Tſracl ſignifieth the People of God. Let us acknowledge 
then that there is no way for Gods People to eſcape the 
hands of their Enemies, but by the helpand power of Gad, 
and that he wif have the glory and praiſe thereof to be 
given to-him alone. This praiſecan none give unto God, 
but the true /rae!, having experience both of their own 
weakneſs, the force and power of their Enemies, the dan- 
pers paſt, and of the merciful help and ProteCtion of the 
Lord. | 


Veiſe 2. If the Lord hed not becn on our ſide, when men 
roſe up againſt ma. 


This repetition is not in vain. For whilſt we are in dan- 
ger our fear is without meaſure * but when it is once paſt, 
we imagine it to have been Jeſs then it was indeed. And this 
Kthedelaſion'of Satan, to diminiſh and obſcure the Grace 
of God. . David therefore with this repetition Rirreth' up 


the People to greater thankfulneſs uiito God for his graci- 
MxDeliverance. and ampltfeth the dangers which they had 


B 2 paſſed 
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fed. Whereby' we afetaught how to think of our tro. © 
Hesand afflitions/paſt, leaſt Fo lence and feeling of =33 | 
Grace vaniſh oyt of our minds. And here note, how God 
dealeth with his People in their diftreſs, who ſuffereth their 
Enemies ſo far to prevail over them, and deferreth hishel 
ſ{oleng> till it ſeem impoſſible for them ro eſcape : ſo that 
they arc compelled to confeſs and acknowledge, that they 
muſt nceds have periſhed if the mighty hand ot God had not 
delivered them. Theſe two things chen we ſeethe 1ſrae- 
lites here to acknowledge : firſt, That the Lord was 'on 
their fide, that is, ſuccoured aud Celivered them ; then alfo 
that it h3d not been poſlible but they muſt utterly, have pe- 
riſhed, if God had not preſeryed and defended them: 
By-men is here underſtood whatſoever is great and migh- 
ty inthe world; as if he ſaid: We are counted as abjedts 
and out caſts of the world. The Princes, the Rulers, the 
Wiſe, the Rich of the world riſe up 2gainſt us, to deſtroy 
us and to root us out from the face of the earth, If ye he- 
hold with how great and how many Kingdoms we are com- 
paſſed about, which bear a deadly hatred againſt ns, we may 
ſeem like toa ſilly Sheep comipaſſed about with a multitude 
of cruel Wolves,every moment ready to devour it.That we 
live in ſafety therefore, and -that our Enemies prevail not 
againſt us, acknowledge it. to be the great mercy -of God, 
O Iſrael, which ſo miraculouſly preſerveth and defendeth 
{o ſmall a flock: | 
In like manner we are compelted to ſay and confeſs at 
this day, that if God did not miraculouſly defend and pre- 
{erve his Church, the Power of Satan is ſo great, that one 
of his Angels is able in one moment to deſtroy vs all, that 
either teach or profeſs Chriſt, and to fill. the World with 
bloodfhed and ſlaughter. We ſee the Princes, the Pope; 
the”Prelates, the mighty aad wealthy of the World, yea 
the whole world in a manner bent to deſtroy vs. Agaiaſt 
whom what have we to defend us, but that the L ordof 
Hoſts hath ſtretched out his mighty arm over us,/ whichas 
a brazen;wall, defendeth us againſt all the cruet darts which 
both Sata a and th e world do dayly caſt againſt us ? That we 
live then» that w & teach, and you hear the word, , we 
ave 


oo upon the 124 - A2lm. 


| pive plice and liberty in the Church {© to do, theſe things 
'} Cn cannot abide, and therefore he raiſeth the gates of 
againſt us ; notwithſtanding he is compelled to ſuffer 
AE thine: through the power of Chriſt our King, 
«ho ſitteth at the right hand of God; for by mans 
Frength and power theſe things could not be retained and 
deferided. 1f Satan then at any time have his will in 
+oobling .the Church, in murthering the people of God, 
and ſuch like, therefore it is, becauſe God wovld ſhew 
what Satan is able to do every moment if he were not re- 
ſiſted by the almighty power of God, to the end that we 
ſhould walk intlie fear of God, and acknowledging this in- 
eFimable benefit, continually pray unto God for the ſame. 
{et ns learn thes to ſing with David: If the Lord had nat 
been on our ſide, & c, whoſe mighty hand hath defended us, 
whoſe power alone hath preſerved us. And although tne 
world rage againſt us, though Satan vex us never ſo ſore, 
they cannot hurt us- Be of good cemfor: (faithChriſt ourSa- 
viour) for [ have overeome the world. Again ; 1 give unto 
them everlaſting life, and none ſball taks them out of my hand, 


Vaſe 3. They had then ſwallowed us up quick, when their 
wrath was kindled ag<inſt us. PONY 


Intheſe words he expreſſeth, not only the ſtrength, rage, 
- andcruelty of the enemies : but alſo how weak and unable 
the Iſraelites were to withſtand them. And here he ſeth a 
{imilitude taken of fierce and outragious beaſts, whoſe-pro- 
pert iS) when they have taken their Preys, to ſwallow them 
wpalive, Likewiſe when we would expreſs the cruelty or 
malice of any towards us, we are wont to fay : He hateth 
me ſo detlly, that he could find in his heart to cat me, or 
Iwallow me up quick. The Prophet meaneth then rhat 
tieirenemies were ſo many and ſo mighty, that they necd- 
ednoarmour or weapons to deſtroy them, but were able 

like. fierce and cruel beaſts, to ſwallow them up alive, be- 
glo week and fo little a flock. 


Verſe 


Verſc 4. Then the Waters had drowned us, and the fream had | | 
gone over our ſoul. | 


Terrible is the rage of fire, but much more terrible js 
the violence and rage of water, for that ne power can re- 
ſilt. Now, ſaith David, like as buge and mighty floods of 
water carried with great power and violence, do ſuddenly 
overthrow and bear down whatſoever they meet withall ; 
even ſuch is the rage of the enemies of Gods Church, which 
no power ef man is able to withſtand. Therefore let us 
learn to truſt tothe Lords defence and ſuccour. For what 
elſe is the Church, bur as alittle boat tyed by a River fide, 
and by-violence of the water ſoon carried away ? Or as a 
Reed which by force of the ſtream 1s eaſily plucked up and 
carried away ? Such was the people of 1ſrael in Davids 
time, being compared to the Gentiles round about them. 
Such is the Church likewiſe at this day, compared to the 
adverſaries. Such is every one of us in reſpect of the force 
and power of the malignant ſpirit. We are like a Recd 
which is eaſily plucked up : and he like a raging flood which 
with great might and violence overthroweth and carrieth 
away all things. Weare like a withered leaf, ſoon blown 
from the tree ; and he like a mighty wind or tempeſt, not 
onely blowing down leaves, but plucking up and over- 
throwing trees and all. What are we then poor wretches 
able to do of our own power and ſtrength for our defence ? 
We mult learn therefore by faith wholly to reſt upon the 
word. For what is our victory but even our faith ? Albelt 
that armour and munitions have their place, yet can they 
nothing help at all, unleſs we have a truſt and aſhance in 
the:Lord, who hath promiſed to be our God, our ſtrength, 
and our defence : whoſe power is ſuch, whole mighty arm 
. alſo is ſtretched out for the defence of his, that albeit ne-- 
_ verſogreata tempeſt or violent rage of water ſhould 1n- 
yade the pooreſt and ſimpleſt cottage that can be, it forceth 
not. , Let this be then our aſſured truſt, let this be the rock 
of our ſafety, help and ſuccour, that God will be our defen- 
der and keeper, that the great floods and mighty, waters 
Carry us not away. This ſur: defence and mighty pro 
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TT. . pon! 
tion of our God) the wicked neither know nor bcliere ; 
- for they attribute all their ſucceſs and welfare to their 
* own ſtrength, wiſdom, and riches. Bur Solomon, alteir he 


" wisa King abundantly endued with all theſe things, yet 
ſi he : Except-the Lord bxild the houſe. the builders labour 


auin: Excepr the Lord keep the City, they watch in yam 
that keep it. 
Verſe 5. Toen bad the ſmelling waters gone over our [.ul. 


He ſetterh out yet more lively and as it were before their 
| wes, thegreat danger from the which God had delivered 

them. And this vehement kind of ſpeech which he uſeth 

e, had as great force to make the faithful to, feel from 
what terrible deſtruRion they were delivered by the migh- 

nd of God, as if their danger had been preſent before 
$, and ſo to become more thankful to God for the 
fime: For he is thankfal to God indeed for his deliverance Note wi 
' god fey, which doth acknowledge that before his delive- 
rance he faw nothing elſe but utter deſtructicn. 

Thus David ſetteth out rhe affliftionsand calamities of 
the Church and of the godly, whom the world doth not on- 
ly hate, but crueBy Perſecute. Whereby we may ſee that 
ithath not only a greedy deſire, but alſo power to hurt, 
murder and deſtroy. Satan likewiſe goeth about like a ra- 
ging Lyon; ſeeking whom he may devour. Beſides theſe, 
thereare great and horrible ſins ſticking in our fleſh. Thar 
wefallnot therefore every moment into deſperation, or 0- 
| riſh, it is becauſe he is greater which is in vs, 
then he which js in.the world, or the whole world belides, 
3 David ſaith : If God had not been with us, our enemies had 
ſoalowed us up alive, Now he addeth a notable ſimilitude, 
Fierewith he amplifieth the danyer of the godly, and 
power of the wicked. 


their eye 


therwiſe 


Verſe 6. Praiſed be the Lord, which hath not given WS AS 4 
Prey unto their Teeth. 


8 Keexhorteth the faithſul to be thankful for their delive- 


he 124 Pſa. 
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A Commentary | 


rance, and expreſſzth unto them, how and ( as it wers 4 
with what words they ſhonld declare this thankfullner 
Wherein he ſetteth/forth yer further by another ſimi 
that it could not be but they muſt utterly have 
God had not miraculonſly defended them. For they 
faith he, po otherwiſe preſerved, then as if a man ſhouts Þ 
violently take a Prey out of the jaws of a raging and ervel 
beaſt. As if he ſaid, We were 'ind-ed like ny ſheep, | 6 
and as a Prey ready to be devoured of cruel beaſts: hurt Þ 
praiſed be the Lord our God, which would not ſuffers { # 
ro pzriſh. He faith not : which hath delivered us : albeit 4 
he did indeed mightily deliver them : but, which hath ny 
given xs as a Prey, &c. For this-s it which ſpecially the F 
Holy Ghoſt here ſetteth forth, that the wicked cannot hurt 
the godly, be they never ſo many, mighty, furious, cruel 
and terrible, like to raging and violent waters, like to 
cruel and ontragious beaſts, falling upon them with 0 
mouth, except the Lord give them into their hands. Let 
ES therefore with David ſing praiſes unto the Lord: our 
God, whick keepeth and defendeth us, that the raging and * 
cruel beaſts which have ſharpened their teeth to devour us, F 
cannot hurt us. {Without this merciful protedtion of our 
God, there is no way to ftand againſt Satan and his cruell 
members the ſpace of one moment. 


Verſe 7. Our Soul i eſcaped even 4s 4 bird out of the ſnart 
of the Fouler : The ſnare is breken, and we are delivered, 


He amplifieth yet farther by a third ſimilitnde, the great 
perills and dangers of the faithful, being in the hands of 
their enemies, as a bird that is taken inthe ſnare is in the; 
hands of the fouler ; and yet notwithſtanding they eſcaped | 
by the mighty power of God, no otherwiſe then the bird Þ 
that is delivered out ofthe ſnare of the fouler. By the | 
ſnare is here to be underſtood as well the fraud and ſubtilty 
of the enemies, whereby the Iſraelites were brought into 
thraldom and captivity, as alſo the ſtrength and power 
wherew ith they were long oppreſſed. So that they had" 
nat onely to do with Bloody and Cruel Enemies, but allo 
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© ereentrapped and ſnared by fraud and ſubtilty, and with 
SO bt and power miſerably we Thus being nnable both 
= Strength and Policy to withitand their Enemies, they were 


2 every way in danger of Death and Deſtruction : whereby it 
 appearcth that they were miraculoully delivercd. 
F  Andhere have we an Image of our fpiritual Thraldom an 
F Captivity under Satan, in whoſe ſnares we were once moſt mi- 
F © ferably wrapped. Now therefore that we are delivered by the 
* ineſtimabl# benefit of Chriſt, let us acknowlege both our for- 
”  merCalamity, and the Liberty of this Grace wherein we ſtand, 
- andlet us beware that we caſt not our ſelves into the ſnares of 
*- ſervile Bondage any more. For Satan fleepeth not, bur lyeth 
continually in wait for us, ready to draw vs into thoſe ſnares 
- 2g2in, out of the which by the great mercy of God we were de- 
livered : yea and ſometimes is ſuffered to hurt either our Bodies 
or Souls, not only to ſhew us that he is able likewiſe to deſtroy 
both Body andSoul, if God did ſd permit : but alſo to ſtir us up 
toFaith and Prayer, that we ſhould call upon him for Aid and 
Suceour againſt theſe perillous Snares, and being delivered, 
ſhould give him thanks and praiſe for the ſame, 
4 _ Moreover, every Tentation isa Snare, whether it be of the 
Fleſh or Spiric. Perſecution, Torments, Impriſonment, Slan- 
| der, dileaſes and infirmitics of the Body, be ſnares ; which ag 
| | theyare permitted of God to exerciſe and ſtrengthen our Faith: 
ſo by the malice of Satan they are wrought to afflict and to vex 
men, that he may bring them to infidelity and deſperation,and 
ſointo the Snares of eternal Death. From the which Snares, 
bit by the ſpecial Grace of God, there is no way to eſcape. 


Thus our life lyeth always open to the Snares of Satan; and The Snares 


- Notwithſtanding the Lord maketh a way for us to eſcape. Yea 
Whew Satan ſeemeth to be moſt ſure of us, by the mighty Pow- 

- TofGod the Snares are broken, and we are delivered. Expe- 

- Hence hereof we have in thoſe which are inwardly afflited,and 


| Milt heavineſs of Spirit grievouſly oppreſſed ; that when they 
\ fem to be in utter Deſpair, and ready (as you would ſay) now 
£0 periſh, yet even at the laſt pinch.and in the utter moſt Extre- 
; Wl cometh the {weet Comfort of Gods holy Spirit,and raiſeth 
ES uÞ again. When we are moſt ready to periſh, then is 

__ Fig God 
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meas filly Birds are like at every moment to be carricd away, of Satan. 


A Commentary 
P/al. 94 God moſt ready to help. Except the Lord had holpen me (faith 
wy David) my Soul had almoſt awelt in filence. 


Verſe 8. Ownr help is in the Name of the Lord who hath made 
both Heaven and Earth, 


This is the Concluſion of Thankſgiving, contzining a worthy 

ſentence of great Comfort, that againſt Sin, the horrour of 

De:th, and other Dangers,.there 1s no other help or ſafety but 

The Name gyjy the N.-me of the Lord, If that were not ( ſaith he) we 
of the Lord 0,611 £211 into all manner of Sin, Blaſphemy, E di 

har only ould fail into all manner of Sin, Blaſphemy, Errors, and into 

Sanctuary ard 211 Kind of Cilamities. Bnt our help is In the Name of the Lord, 

ſucconr in all which "is ieryEtl hl our Faith and Our Life agalinit the Devi] and 

aMictions. the World. And as ye heard in the other Verſes before, ſo he 

ſheweth in this verſe alſo, that God ſuffrreth his Saints to be 

temptod, and in their Tentation ro fall into great. Diſtreſs, as 

even now re: dy to be diowned and ſw:llowed up preſently with 

great floods of Water : yet notwithſtanding this Comfort he 

ſheweth them, rhar he will not utterly forſiake them. By the 

which Ex-mples we may learn to know the Will of ihe Lord, 

and to ſeek our helÞ and ſafety ar his hands, which luffereth his 

Pcople to he exerciſed in the Furnzce of Egypt, not to their ut- 

ter Deſtruction, but ovly to kill che ol& man with his vin hope 

and confidence which he hath in his own ſtrength. This b6 the 

cauſe why Gcd ſuffereth his People to be exerciſed. For it is 

not hearing, reading, talking, or teaching, nor Speculation on- 

Iy which maketh a Chriſtian mn, but Practice 1s th:t which 

ſpecially is required in a true Chriſtin, that is to ſay, the Crols, 

to pluckUoun the fleſh and bring it ro nothing ; T hat manzde- 

ſpairing of his own ſtrength, and ſeeing no ſuccour in himſelf, 

ſhould refiga himfelf wholly unto the Lord, looking with Pati- 

. ence and Hope for help at his hand : for this is the Will of God, 

Neither muſt we imagine ro our ſelves any other Ged then ſuch 

an one AS will help the :MiQted and oppreſſed with Deſperation 

and other Calamities. To know. thjs Dodrine is one piece of 

the victory. For they that know it not when Tentation aſſaileth 

them, ei:her dodeſpair or ſeek other helps.- Let vs learn then 

out of this Pſalm , that it 1s the Will of God to exerciſe his 

Saints with troubles and afflictions : Who ſuffereth pra 
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of Water to run over their heads : who alſo permitteth thern 
to fall into the Snares of the Wicked, and tryeth every Way, 
not todeſtroy them, but to ſhew them what they are of them. 
ſelves, and ſo to teach them to truſt in his ſaving health, Bur 
the fleſh Iooketh to the power and multitude of the Adverſaries, 
and her ow infirmity - but to look unto God, and to hope for 
his help and ſuccour, it is not able. 

Wherefore this 1s a neceſſary Concluſion : Our help rs in the 
Name of the Lord. It 1s a ſhort-Sentence, but it ſetteth forth 
moſt worthy Doctrine and Conſolation : whereof ſpecially in 
theſe latter days we have great need, ſeeing the Pope, together 
with the greateſt part of the Princes and Rulers of the World, 
focrnelly do perſecure the DoCtrine of the Golpel. In refpect 
of theſe huge Mountains, what are we {mall Molchils ? Yea tho 
there were no Force nor Power of man for us to fear, how are 
we able to ſtand againſt, not only ſo many Devils, but even the 
very gates of Hell alſo ? And yet this Experience we have of 
the great Mercy and Goodneſs of the Lord our God, that when 
we are even in their hands, and never ſo much oppreſſed, yet 
are we not forſaken, bur are ſafe through our Confidence and 
traſt in his Help. But to this Wiſdom it is impoſſible tor us to 
attain without continual affliftions : whereby it is nece{hary 
that the confidence of all worldly faccours ſhould be beaten 
down. For vexation and trouble bringeth Underſtanding ( as 
Iſaiah ſaith,) whereby we are compelled to cry ; /7:lp Lord, 
for elſe we periſh. So in the laſt hour when Death approacheth, 
there is nothing wherein mans Heart can repole it ſelf or find 
Comfort, but his truſt and confidence in the help of the Lord ; 
There is-reſt and quictne!s, there is p2rtet Peace. He ti at 
can then ſay, My Help is un the Name of tye Lera, dyech hap. 
pily, and is out'of all. danger. Thus we may learn what it is to 
have and enjoy God, even to reſt in the ſure truſt of his merci- 
ful helpand ſuccour in all dangers. Theſe are the Words thers- 
fore.of a victorious and triumphing Faith : Orr h:1p is 1/the 
name of the Lord which made Heaven and Earth, As if he ſaid-: 
The-maker of Heaven and Earth is my God and my helper. - 
Sewmea God. (O yemy Adverſaries) like unto him. Whar 
We. your ſnaresand your traines then, compared unto this God? 

Whas are your threatnings, your Power, your Policies ? cc. 
= C2 Thans 
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Thus he ſetteth the Eternal God, the maker of Heayen and 


Earth, againſt all terrours and dangers, 2gainſtthe floods and 
overflowings of all tentarions, and {walloweth up as it were 
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Hell it ſelf, evenas a little drop of Water 15 ſwallowed up of z 
mighty flaming fire. And what is the World with all his Force 
and Power, in reſpect of him which made Heaven and Farth? 
Let the World fret then, let it rage, ſo that this ſuccour neyer 
failus. And if it be the Will of God har we ſhall ſuffer trouble 
and afflition, yet in him we ſhall oyercome at length. 
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They that truſt in the Lord, &Cc. 


The argu- HE Pſalm going before,is a Thankſgiving or a Sacrifice of 
ment of the Praiſe, becauſe the Godly ſee, and by experience fecl that 
- Palm, the Lord is faithful and helpeth them in the time of need. This 

= Pſalm following containeth alſo, in a manner, the ſame matter : 
For it pertaineth to the Doctrine of Faith, and exhorteth the 


Faithful likewiſe to a ſure truſt and aſhance in the help x oe 
| or 


with on breath, all the raging furics of the whole World, and of. 
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F tord nll their neceſſities ; Wherennto he ſtirreth them vp 

* vichgreat and excellent promiſes. It may alſo be eaſily under- 

ſtood by that which we have ſaid before. For herein conſiſteth 

ill chis Heavenly Wiſdom, that we do utterly remove out of 

oor ſight, whatſocver fleſh can comprehend, and believe that 

| - which the Word only teHeth us, even againſt all that which et- 

ther we know feel, or ſee : And therefore this Wiſdom is a- 

zzinſt all humane Wiſdom and Reaſon. For by' Reaſon, and all 

that Reaſon can comprehend, we feel, ſce, and conceive all 

things contrary to that which Faith leadeth us unto. 

| Hethatlyeth ſick at the point of Death, can by Reaſon con- 

zive nothing elſe but the imagination of Death. But a Chri- 

tian man leaving his imagination,knoweth that in Death there 

true Life. But thou wilt ſay : He ſeeth and feeleth Death in- 

&ed, but Life he cannot feel . I Anſwer, that becauſe he reſt- 

th upon the Word, and after it he judgeth, and not after his 

- onnfeeling, therefore even in Death he ſeeth nothing but Life, 

ad in the midſt of Darkneſs moſt clear light. For like.as God 

maketh all things of nothing, and of darknels light : fo he wor- 

keth by his Word, That in Death there 1s nothing but life. They -, wr 
then which ſtick to the Word and Promiſe of God, and follow «© the Word, 
theſame,do find it true which David ſaith, He ſpake theWord and Pſal. 33. 
m4 done, &c- But before we can come to this experience,we 

muſt abide ſome trouble, and therefore have necd of ſuch ex- 

Wreation as this Pſalm here ſetteth forth. 


Verſe 1. They that truſt jn the Lord, ſhall be as Mount Sion,which 
cannot be removed, but remaineth for ever. 


The Prophet uſeth here a ſimilitude of Mount S:02, becauſe 
knſalem wherein Son ſtood, when the Temple was builded 
ad moſt ample and notable promiſes of God (as appearethin 
ry many places of the Prophets) that it ſhould ſtand ſure and 
tyncible for ever againſt all t roubles and Calamities, for that 
We Lord had his abiding and d welling there; according to that 


Moniſe where he ſaith, Here is my reſt, bere will I dwe8,&c. And | 
Weretore Dav id in another Pſalm glorieth on this wiſe : Lo, ®/4 4b 
MKings ere gathered and went together, when they ſaw it, they 

urveled, They were aſtonied and [udaenly driven back, As We 

may 
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may ſee it came to paſs under Ezechias in the great Deſtruttion 
of the Aſſyrians and other Kings, as the ſtories witneſs ; which 
ſhew that Jeruſalem remained ſafe in all, dangers, not'by 
ſtrength and Policy of the inhabitants, but by the miracylons 
Work of God dwelling in it, and thus mightily preſervingand 
beautifying his own Common- wealth. 
Now therefore, ſaith he, like as Mount Si and our Hol 
City Jeruſ-lem is never moved, bur remaineth ſore and ſafe by 
the mighty protection of the Lord in all Extremities : ſo he 
that truſtcth in the Lord ſhall be defended ag-inft the furious 
Rage of the World and the Gates of Hell for evcr-Note how he 
commandeth no Work here to be done, as in Popery, in the 
- time of trouble men were taught to enter into ſome kind of Re- 
ligion;to faſt, to go on Pilgrimage, and to do ſuch other. fooliſh 
Worksof Deyotion, which they deviſed;as an high Service unto 
God, and thereby thought to make Condigne SatisfaCtion for 
To hope and Sin, and merit Eternal Life ; but ſimply he leadeth us the plain 
truſt in the Way unto God, proaouncing this to be the chef: Anchor of 
Lord, fy 'ke our Salvation, only to hope and truſt in the Lord, and that this 
my oa is the greateſt Service that we can do unt> God. For thisis the 
can do tohim, Nature of God (as I have ſaid) to create all things of nothing. 
Therefore ke createth and \hringeth forth in Death Life ; in 
The Natu.e Darkneſs, Light : And this to believe, is the very Nztire and 
or TI, moſt ſpecial Property of Faith. When God then ſeeth ſuch a 
one as agreeth with his own Nature, that is, which believeth to 
fin4 in Danger,Help; in Poverty,Riches; in Sin, Righteouſnels; 
and that for Gods own Mcrcies ſake in Chriſt alone ; him can 
God neither hate nor forſake. For he ſerveth and worſhipeth 
God truly which putteth his whole truſt in the Mercy of God. 
With this Service God is highly pleaſed, becauſe he delighteth 
of nothing to make ſomething. So he made the World of n0- 
thing : ſo heraifeth up the Poor and Oppreſſed ; ſo he juſtificth 
the Sinner ; ſo he raiſeth the Dzad; and ſo he ſaveth the Dam- 
ned. Who ſo then conſentcth to Gods Nature, and obeyeth ls | 
Will, there hoping ſor ſomething where nothing is, he it isthal 
pleaſeth God, and ſhall never be-moved. | 
But thou muſt beware that thon imagine not'to thy ſelf a 
falſe Hope, contrary to the Word of God and thy Vocation: 


Whereof if thon be certain, and abide in the fame, if av 
riles 
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-in'the Lord; and if he help not in his good time, take 


me and;Devid allo for Lyars. Satan will trouble, vex and di(- 


comfort thee, yea and peradventure make thee to believe that 
thou art otterly forſaken; but 1f thou truſt in the Lord, thou 
halt feel his help with joyful Vitory. So in the Conncil of 
Auſpurge when the Princes were bent againſt us with one CON- 
ſent, our cauſe ſeemed to be utrerly overthrown, Notwith- 
tanding yet we live and enjoy fuch Peace and Liberty as we 
would wiſh, mavg: c che Rage and Malice of the Pope and all the 
Adrerſariesof the World. Wich ſuch Conflias we muſt be ex- 
exciſed leaſt we be diſcouraged when we ſee our cauſe begin to 
quaile. But the greater the danger is, the more ſtedfaſtly we 
miſt-tra't. So ſhall it come to paſs that when we are overcome) 


' Fetwe fall overcome; and the Conqueror ſhall yield unto us 


Triumph and Victory. 
This is it that the Pſalm here ſetteth forth : They that truſt 
ith: Lord ſhall be as Mount S10n , which cannot be removed, but 


remaineth for ever, And here we have a ſingular promiſe, where- 


by we are aſſured that we ſhall ſtand and abide for ever If then 
we do not continue, 1t 1s our own fault, becauſe we abide nor 
icmand ſtable in our Faith : For this promife muſt needs re- 
main ſure and inf+Ilible. Yea as it is impoſlible that God ſhould 
deny himſelf, and not be God : fo is it impoſſivle chat he ſhould 


 firſake thoſe chat put their truſt in him. But we may not think 


thetime long, but patiently abide the Lords Leiſure. For 
Gods power caketh no place in ns until we he utterly (to 
ſpeak after the manner of the Scripture) exininated, that 15, 
ſript naked of all Worldly Hope and Helps that man hath in 
unſelf, and brought to nothing - like as when he ſaveth a ſhip 


from drowning, now ready to perifa, and paſt all Remedy ; As 


the two Stories of the Goſpel, one of the Ship, the other of the 
langer of-Peter, do teltific. 


Yerſe 2. As the Mountains are about Teraſalem, Jo is te Loyd 
about his People, from hencefurth aud for ever, 


Where many hundred thouſands of men are,there are ſcarce- 
ſeven thouſand which know God, or beheve in God, and 
Refor their ſakes the whole Multitude is called God s people. 


Even 


_—_—— in Sodom-but Lot with his two Daughters, yet could not the At 


whole. 


Feruſalem Even ſo was It in Fer, alem. Albeit the greater | 
ealled holy by ed 2nd Godleſs, yet was Jeruſalem called Holy, not only in Re 
the figure Sy- ſpe&t of a ſmall Nnmber of the Godly ; bur alſo becauſe Ga 


necdoche 
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had his abiding there. So when there was not one juſt wn 


gel deſtroy Sodom with fire ſo long as Lot was in it. Likewiſe 
where four or five or ten godly Perſons are to be found, for Þ 
their ſakes the whole City 1s called Holy. For theſe are the Þ- Þ 
let corner ſtones, theſe are the precious Pearls which God 6 # 
kighly eſteemeth, and for whoſe ſakes he ſpareth the Wicked, Þ 
Therefore ſaith David, AS Jeruſalem is compaſſed about with Þ 
Mountains, ſo doth the Lord compaſs his People and might 1 


defend them on every fide. In like manner Zachary Prophecy. 
eth ofa City whoſe Wall is of fire. Theſe Similitudes do ſet F 
forth unto us the Safety of Gods People, that weak and litth # 
poor Flock, againſt all Dangers. Upon this promiſe if wealſo # 
do reſt, which at this day enjoy the ineſtimable Benfit of Gods Þ 
Holy Word, we ſhall be defended againſt the Rage of Satanand Þ 
the whole World, not by fiery and brazen Walls, but bythe Þ 
Lord himſelf. Theſe things albeit we cannot comprehend, yet 
ſhould we believe them ſo certainly as if wedid ſee them with Þ 
our bodily Eyes. If we ſhould ſee our ſelves compaſſed about 
with brazen and fiery Walls, we would be without all fear, and 
Triumph againſt Satan. But it is a matter of Faith, not totruſt | 
unto that which the Eyes ſee, but which the Word offerethand &. 
promiſeth. This one thing therefore is lacking in us, that we Þ 
have not eyes of the Spirit, but we judge according to the eyes 
and ſenſe of the Fleſh. For elſe we ſhould be no more afraid F 
then they which being cloſed within the Walls of an invincible. 
Caſtle, fear not the force and power of their Enemies, be they 
never ſo terrible. We muſt not donht therefore, but if we he- 
lieve, we are compaſſed about with fie: y and brazen Mountains, 
that is to ſay, we abide for ever invincible againſt the Rage of 
Satan and all the Powers of Darkneſs. Bleſſed therefore 13 he 
that belteveth. ; 
Theſe Mountains are the Angels, which compaſs us on every 
ſide, that Satan with his Angels and Miniſters cannot hurt us 85 
he would ; Whoſe Malice and Power is ſuch, that if they did' 


not continually behold us, continually defend us and wat 
over 
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> ache would deſtroy ns eyery moment. This can all the? 
F tif + which know that Satan is a Murtherer anda Lyar, whict 

+ abide to ſee the godly proſper, and therefore he ſeeket? 
"all means to root them out from the face of che Earth. That 
"ge are not then utterly conſumed, it is. the benefit of theſe 
* Menntains, by whom we are ſo compaſſed and defended. Somc- 
F + es Saran burleth his Darts at us as it were through the win- 
' dow; to deſtroy us, and worketh us indeed ſome ſorrow, but he 
F cannot move us. | 
T This fimilicude ſeemeth to be taken out of the Story of Hel:- 
FT ::@in the ſecond-book of the Xings, where the ſervant 'of Hc- 
* Jaw faw the Hills about him full of ery Chariots, and Horſe- 

mea-compaſſing Helizexs round about, and mightily defending 
* hims This ſuccour which the Servant of Helize ſaw, and the 
* Prophet believed, when he ſaw nothing, is ſaich the Propher, 
| round about all them which truſt i the Lord : as alſo the 34. 
* Phlm witneſſeth ; The Angcl of the Lord pitcherb round, about 
*  thmthat fear him. But our eyes are ſhut up and ſee noPtheſe mi- 
racles, whereof notwithſtanding we haye daily experience. 

- This promiſe then will-never deceive us z only let vs not de- 
 ceive our ſelyes. 1f therefore we did kclieve, no doubt, we 
- + fhould fleep, we ſhouldlive, we ſhould die, yea (that more is) 
- ne ſhonld ſuffer whatſoever Satan and the world can do againſt 
- ys; without all fear, _ For-thus ſhould we think, if I ſuffer any 
- thing) Jt is- not . without the Will of God, nor without 

aſe, well-known, tho? noc unto me) yet unto God. Therefore 
- although Satan break through the wall in one place, yet ſhall he 

' yer beable utterly to overthrow it altogether. Thus ſhonld 

wethink in our troubles and afflictions, and comfort our ſelves 

with thegood Will of God. But we are afraid when any trou- 
ble cometh, and never feel thar: ſecuriry which Faich bringeth. 
Thus do we worthily ſuffer the puniſhment of our infidelicy 
which we nouriſk-within us, alchough we be called away from it 

F many notable places of Scripture. 

5 »Belidey all chis, it is not enough that we are compaſſed abou tz 
'& with ficry-Walls, . that is, with the fure Cuſtody, the continual 

;Watchand Ward of the Angels, but the Lord himſelf is our 

Wall: fo that every way we are defended by the Lord againſt 
ZaDanpgers. Aboveus he is a Heaven, on both ſides he is as a 
IG D Wall, 
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Wall, under us he is as a ſtrong Rock whereupon we ſtabs: ſe, 
are we every way ſure and ſafe. Now, if Satan through theſs. 
' munitions caſt his darts at us, is muſt needs be that the Lord. 
himſelf ſhall be hurt before we take harm, But great is: our in» . 
credulity, which hear all theſe things in vaio. . Yer muſt they. 
be taught and learned, lealt the time come that, we he deſtitute - 
of ajl Counſel and Comfort in theſe matters. For certain it ig;1 / 
that the hour ſhall coms when we mult have experience of theſe 
things, or elſe utterly periſh. | 

Where he addeth, From henceforth and for ever, By theſe 
words he ſheweth that this vigilancy of the Lord our God over - 
us, is not temporal, but eternal, according tothat which he faid 
before in the firſt yerſe of this Pſalm. They ſhall remain for ever, 
Let us learn therefore out of this Pſalm, that our Conſtancy and 
perſeverance conſiſteth in. this, that we are defended by the 
Power and Providence of the Lord on every ſide. 


Verſe 3. For the rod of the Wicked fhaſ not reſt on the lat of 


the Richteow, leeft the Righteows put forth their hand. | 
wito Wickeaneſs, 


Here the Prophet plainly declareth, that the People which 
reſt under this Defence and Protection; are afflifted and ſubje& 
to all Miſeries and Calamities as.touching the fleſh; altho' they 
be compaſſed about with ſuch kigh and mighty Mountains as 
touching the Spirit, as Satan can never; ſurmount, yet touching 
the Fleſhand the Old man, they lye open on every ſide to the 
Darts of Satan and the World ; For God by theſe means will 
afflift and exerciſe the Fleſh, that Sin and the foolifhneſs of the 
Fleſh may be mortified in them, and that ſpiritual Wiſdom and 
the inward man may increaſe. This is the cauſe-why weare acs 
cording fo the Fleſh, as a broken Hedge, and as a Gity whole 
Walls are caſt down, and ſo Ilyeth.open to the Enemies onevery 
ſide. Wherefore there is no. ſort of men ſo vile and abje& 
which do not think that they may do what they liſt againſt the - 
true Profeſlors of the Goſpel. Hereof come ſuch intolerable in 
juries, horrible blaſphemtes, cruel torments and bloody ſlaugh- 
ters of the Saints of God- For th2 Fleſh hath no Walls, no'Mu- 
nitions to defend it, but the Spirit. Therefore the wy 7 
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" Lingefito all Storms and Tempeſts, broken and troden down 
ofthe wicked, as //<54b ſaith+ Chap. 51. Which have ſaid unto 
thy Soul Bow down that we may go over. Thon haſt layed thy 
Joh the grownd, and as the ſtreet to themthat went over. Theie 
:9ns we muſt needs ſuffer and by patience overcome them, 
adithal we muſt beware that by theſe outward 2Mitions the 
Inward man be not weakened or overcome ; reſting in this aſ- 
fared hope'and cruſt, that the Lord will never forlake vs, but 
that we are inthe boſom of the Father, andare cloſed within 
moſt ſure and ſtrong holds. So that now, alcho? our Goods, our 
Wives, our Children, yea and our Lives alfo be taken from us 
yetwe ſhall never be ſpoiled of our, Chriſt, by whom we are ſo 
firely defended) that in the midſt of all our Tentations h e' will 
make a way for us to eſcape; or elſe give us ſtrength to bear 
them. 
--Thus we ſee what Conſolations the Holy Ghoſt ſetteth forth 
intoithem which believe the Word. For unto ſuch as leok ſor a 
hetter Life then this, all things are here full of Calamities and 
Miſeries. Death followeth Death, as P-#! ſaith, and we conti- 
mally die-One Tentation followeth another,until at the length 
by the Death of the Fleſh all miſeries ſhall ceaſe and have an end. 
This verſe therefore maketh much for our Comfort, admoniſh- 
ing vs that we muſt ſuffer many troubles; yet ſo, that at the 
Ingth we ſhall be fafe and ſet at Liberty from them all, though 
not in this Life, yet in theLife te come, and in Eternal Life. And 
wiy ſhoold we not thus boldly Promiſe unto our ſelyes, remain= 
ing ander this diligent Cuſtody of the Angejs, yea of the Lord 
himſelf; which is 2lways round about his Pe ople.? But here (as 
before I ſaid) we have need of Faith, that we may judge herein, 
not according to Qur preſent troubles and tentatians, but accor- 
dingto the Word of Promiſe. And what: ſhould we need any 
dmiſes if there were no tentations ? which tentations whe- 
therthey be within in the Spirit, or without in the fleſh, the 
inmeſhall come when we through Chriſt ſhall have fu 11 victory 
- San verſe fall of ſweet Conſolation dot h.promilſe 
 *"Netwithſtanding this pro miſe ſeemeth incredibleboth to us 
| micefiffer, and alſo to the m which perſecute and aMict us. 
1 *EWebchold'theſame with o ur outward eyes, what can be 
we” D-2 m ore 
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. more falſe? yea the contrary ſeemeth to be moſttrues 1B 
our.Sayiour-Chriſt, was he nor ſo-forſaxen, hanging! mpon- 
Croſs; that the Rod or Scepter of the wicked reſted uppy hind | 
Did it not reſt likewiſe upon the P7ophers, the Apoſtles; ai | 
other holy Martyrs? This matter then, if we conſider it with 
our outward eyes, hath another meaning then the Words'ds | 
import. [For they promiſe that the Sceprer of the wicked ſhall 
have nb power over the godly, and yet all ſtories and exam 
do teftify the contrary. Therefore the Holy Ghoſt calleth 
back to the purpoſe and Couſel of God revealed in his Word, 
and commandeth us to weigh and conſider, not what we ſuffer 
and with our outward eyes behold, bur what 1s decreed with 
the Lord'in Heaven. And he that can ſo ſequeſter himſelf frow 
the beholdipg of his affliftions and tentations and yield hinifelf 
wholly over to the Will of God, and there reſt, is a right-Dþ 
vine 3 yea he that is ignoranthereof, in trae Divinity know 
eth nothing atall, For what knoweth he which is ignorant that 
 Godis ſueh a God as wiil not (iſffer the godly to be oppreſſed 
of the wicked ? For ſeeing he hath ſaid, / am the Lord thy Gad, 
he will never ſuffer that which is his own,to be wreſted either by 
the World or by the gates of Hell out of his hands. IFhe'thet 
- abide and continue, they ſhall alfo eontinue for ever which att 
| his. Thus to believe, and thus to lay hold on things inviſible; is 
true Diyinity and true ſpiritual Wiſdom indeed, whereupon 
we may ground this Propoſition out of the inviſible Connſel of 
God; God haterh the wicked//and loyeththe juſt ergo he will 
damn and deſtroy the wicked, and will deliver-and fave the 
juſt. And here we ſce that which is the chiefeſt thing in all the 
Pſalms and Prophets, to ſpring of the firſt Precept : 7 amvhi 
Lord thy God. | yi-200 
Now have we to learn how we may apply this verſe rigltly 
and to our Comfort. For true Divinity coaſiſteth in- uſe and 
praQtice. We are vexed onevery fide with cruel Biſhopswick- 
ed Princes, and others which hate the Word of God and theÞ6&- 
Arine which we profeſs. But theſe are very trifles, if ye com 
pare them with thoſe yexations which Satan, Sin, and our.omn 
infirmity raiſe up in our Conſciences. We muſt learn therefors 
- thus to judge of all theſe things, 'that they are the Rod-and 
Scepter of the wicked; andtaſet the Lord 2gainlſt them reſend 
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he the here.in his Word, and pronouncing that be will 
| not ſuffer the Scepter of the wicked to reſt upon the godly. 


io then the ſame Prince promiſeth thus much unto us which 


Jachall chings in his hand, what can we o__— more ? For the 


willof God is certain, that rhough he ſuffer us to be afflicted; 
yet will he not ſee us troden under foot or periſh. Thus muſt we 
y theſe ſweet Conlolations. | 
«What the rod fignifieth in the Scripture ic is well known. 
Children when they are young, are" correfted with a rod; and 
whenthey wax bigger, witha Wand or Cudgel ; and if they 
willnot ſo amend, then followeth the Iron rod. Hereofit com- 
ahthat the rod ſignifieth all Power and Rule, which .is for the 
Amendinent and Correction of ſuch as do offend. So it is taken 
inthe 110 Pſalm. The Lord ſhalt ſend forth the rod of thy Power 
im of Sion : That is to ſay, thy Kingdom ; For there he ſigni- 
feth ſuch a rod whereby Kingdoms and People are governed: 
On this wiſe the holy Ghoſt permitteth here to the wicked,Do- 
minion'and T'yrantiy over the godly, which they are compelled 
40ſuffer. Like as we are compelled not only to ſee but alſo to 
ſiffer the Tyranny of Antichriſt and the Power of his Kingdom; 
perſecuting, deſtroying and murthering the Chriſtians and ra- 
ging againſt them wirh all kind of Tyranny. Yea we are Com- 
felted moreover to ſuffer the Tyranny of Satan vexing and ters 
tifying my Heart and the Hearts of the Brethren which believe 
fer \This Dominion or Tyranny the Holy Ghoſt calleth 


le rod of the wicked ; and comforteth us, that as:the Lord 
their Tyranny ſhall fall, and ſhall not reſt upon the Lot 

of the godly. 1) 
# The lor of the juſt is as much to ſay as the Portion, that is, 
the:Number or Congregation of the juſt. Like as Chriſtcalleth 
them-the Lsttle Flock, and Paul, The poor Saints.. Over theſe; 
ſaith he, although the Tyrants do rule, yer fh3ll not their pow# 
trendure. Although the Perſecutors of, the Church do oppreſs 
We: faithful;yer ſhall they not do ſb always, neither ſhall their 


| Counſels have the ſucceſs which they deſire: For they think to 


tout: this Dof1ine for ever ; but, that ſhall they never be 
adleto.tlo-> Therefore albeit ye ſuffer in the mean time,” ſaith 
tie Holy Ghoſt, yet know ye, that my will is, That they which 


* Wlieve in me (hel never: periſh, but ſhall be preſerved to Life Ever- 
77, lating. 
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laſting, Herethen have ye whereunto ye may truſt inallyoue ” 
Tentations, Wb 00] 
*. But, behold the reaſon which the Holy Ghoſt here uſeth tg 
prove that the Scepter of the wicked ſhall not reſt upon the ug- 
God is moved faith he, to help and defend the juſt. Forelfe 7 
might ſo come to paſs that God ſhould have no Church at all, 
and the juſt ſhould put forth their hands to Wickedneſs. So we 
find in' Feremiatr, that before the People were delivered Into 
the hands of the Babylonians, they had promiſe that after ſeyen- 
ty years they ſhould return again to Jeruſalem, b:cauſe 
ſhould not be brought into doubt of Gods Mercy, and ſo utter 
ly deſpair, and falling away from God ſhould turn toGentiliſm; 
as it is in the Pſalm, leaſt the godly ſhould turn to fooliſhneſs, 
that is to. ſay, ſhould blaſ pheme and become impatient, -This 
is the cauſe why God joyneth the promiſe of the Word with 
the Execution and Performance of the Deed ; or elſe the podj 
ſhould be driven to Deſperation. We ſee how many _ 
down with Adverſity by the loſs of Goods, Wife, Children; 
and other things which are dear unto them. Except therefore 
their minds were raiſed up again and comforted, firſt, with the 
Word and Promiſe, and then, with'the Performance and: Eyes 
cution of the ſame, many would ſay there were no God. There 
fore God muſt needs ſhew himſelf to be a God, not only in 
Word but alſo in Deed. 7 
David had rage over of God, and.yet by his own Son 

* he was driven out of his Kingdom, and ſo perſecuted that*he 
was compelled to fly away barchead and barefoot. \ Thiswasa 
ſore Tentation. Wherefore the great and ample Promiſes made 
urito him:could never have raiſed him up and comforted him 
again; except God hzd indeed delivered him out of this great 
miſery and affliftion- Even ſo if we had no more but thepro- 
miſes of God to ſupport us againſt the Papiſts and Adverſaries 
of the Word, yea if God did not indeed fight for us and defend 
us 2gainſt their Tyranny, we fhould be ſwallowed- up with ſors 
row.and brotght even to Deſperation. God therefore worketl 
both ways; be raiſeth up with the Word and Promiſe,und de+ 
livereth-out of troubles and affli tions by Execation of thedeed, 
that- according to the ſaying of St. Panl, the tenration| ſhould F 
not be above our ſtrength, but ſhould have an end, and: "_—_ 1} 


P  nupon the 125 Pſalm. 
+  Exnerience that the firſt Commandment , I an the 
Pn, mol certain and infallible Therefore when he 
| (thy Leaf the juft ſhould put forth their hind to Wickedneſs, it 
.caorinch as if h< ſhould ſay, Leaſt the juſt ſhould turag away 
40h God 2nd fall to Gentiliſm. For God hath a double care 
| fer the Faithful ; firſt, that they be not overcome, but may 
wercome-the tentation 3 and this he doth by the Word and- 
promiſe. The ſecond is that the tentation be not perpetual. 
rren ſo muſt we be undoubtedly perſwaded, that beſides the 
#flible promiſes which we have of the good Will of God ts- 
wards vs; and in the end of Everlaſting Lite, we ſhall be a}ſo de- 
ivered; and our Adverfaries deſtroyed, albeit we can ſee no 
vianer of way or poſſible means how it may be done. This isit 
thenthat this verſe here ſetteth forth, that God is ſs careful for 
the ſafety of his People, that he ſeemerh to fear leaſt they ſhould 
* putforth their hand to Wickedneſs, and fall away from him, 
whereby it might come to paſs that he ſhould have no People, 
2d ſothere ſhould be no God. For God is the God of the livings 
2hd therefore he muſt needs haye a People. Wherefore there 
muſtever be fome remaining which may praiſe and worſhip 
Him; If there muſt needs be ſuch a Number remaining, God 
muſkofneceſſity make an end alſo of tentations. 
-But here we muſtt beware that we do not appoint the time of 
this deliverance. For before that come, God will have us tryed 
whe utrermoſt, and brought to that Extremity, that all oug 
hope and truſt ſhall be utterly ſpent,and we at the point of Deſ- 
_ peratian, Now, when we are brought into this caſe that we cag 
ke nothing but Deſperation, then,even then God ſendeth Come 
| rt inDeath, he ſheweth Life ; and evenin Damnation, he 
bringeth Salvation : briefly, of nothing he maketh all things, 
adwhen all hope of Remedy is paſt, then beginneth he to 
work; and frameth all new again in moſt perfect wiſe. Thus 
cannot the God of this World do. This is the fingalar ea of 


| Godtherefore, that when thou thinkeſt thy ſelf clean eaſt away 

ad utterly forlorn, even then thou ſhouldfi be moſt ſure and 
; We; and moſt gloriouſly ſhine as the day Star in the Firmament- 
4 Thfethingsare eably taught, but by Experience we find and 
'' — rigs they paſs all Reaſon and Power of man, and how 


wecan belicye that God maketh all things of A 
at. 


14,70F 
o \ 2 


O1d things 
are paſſed a- 
way 3 behold 
all things are 
become new. 
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that he js careful tor us, whether we. be afflited in the. Fleſh or, 
in the Spirit, and that he is more mindful of our deliverance 
then we our ſelves can be. Theſe things therefore muſt be.often 
and diligently taught, that we may learn that Heavenly Wif- 
dom which the firſt Commandment ſetteth forth unto us, names 
ly;that our God is ſpch an one as of old things is wont to. make 
new ; of poor, to make rich ; of deſpiſed, glorious. And this 
laft we would all gladly have, but that will not be, except Con-- 
tempt 'and Poverty go before. 

- Here have we then a ſiugular Promiſe and Conſolation. As 
if he ſhould ſay, The Rod of the wicked grieverth you, but be of 
good Comfort my People, and patiently endure it, for 1 will got 
ſuffer the tentation ſo far to prevail over you that your Conki: 
dence and truſt in me ſhall utterly fail you- Storms and Tem, 
peſts ſhall ariſe; and your Dangers ſhall ſeem ſo great as thothe 
Waves ſhonld preſently ſwallow you up : but 1 will not ſuffer 
you to periſh. 1 will bridle their Rage and make an end of the 
rod of the Wicked and Unrighteous, yet will I not leaye you, 
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deſtitute of my Righteouſneſs. Thus do Tentations. teach us. F 


the true uſe and meaning of the firſt Commandment, the which, - 
none without affliftions and tentations ſhall rightly know. or: 
underſtand. : - 

+ Moreover we are here admoniſhed of the great danger that: 
followeth theſe afliftions and tentations, which they.:that: | 
through impatiency forſake the Word and Faith, dofall iito. Þ 
Therefore the Lord here ſheweth himſelf ſo careful: for his | 
People, leaſt they ſhould fall into this danger. For their ſtate- 


which have once forſaken the Word, is much more perillous - ; 


then it was before; and 1ato ſuch (as our Saviour Chrilt pre? 
nounceth' in the Goſpel). do'enter_ ſeyen Spirits much- more. 
wicked then the firſt. We muſt therefore patiently ſuffer and 
perſevere in all tentations, and rather abide all Extremities; F 
then'once ſhrink from the Word of Life, leaſt we be poſſeſſed: | 
with ſeven Spirits more wicked then the firſt. And moreove 


we muſt aſſuredly truſt (as we are taught it this verſe) thatſo. 'Þ 


long as we have a defire and purpoſe ſo todo, the Lord will ae” 


ver forſake us or ſnffer us to fall into this impiety-For-here have”: , 


we#a manifeſt promiſe and a lively deſcription of oe ge 1 
ſingular cate and providence over us, namely that he1s minguy us 
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” pou the 125 Pſalm. 


" hechd of our tentations and affliftions, ſo that we only con: 

F< conſtant and patient unto the end. And if the Heathen 
© poet id, Endure 2nd reſerve your ſelves for more happy 
| things, how much more ſhould Chriitians diligently ſtir up 
themſelves with mutual Exhortations to Patience and Perſe- 
yerance; whether they outwardly ſuffer in things pertaining to 
the Body and to this preſent life, gr inwardly in Conſcience. 
For we have a God which even in Death, in Hell, and in the 
S midi of all our Sins, can ſave and deliver us. 


Verſe 4. Dowell © Lord unto them that be good and true of heart, 


| The Prophet ſaith not here : Do well Lord to the perfett, 
* anddach as offend in nothing : but, ro the good and rrue of 
Heert: The gcol and true of Heart, are they which are of a 
| finple, ſincere and upright Heart. For theſe are they which are 
F moſt accepted of God, altho they alſo-through infirmity do 
©. fometimes offend. Now where he prayeth that God will do 
* well tothe good and godly, he meaneth alſo and ſecretly com- 
T pliineth that the godly are in miſery and afflition,and that the 
F uwpodly do abound with all worldly felicity : Aswe ſee at this 
- daythe Enenijes of the Goſpel to enjoy great Riches and Dig- 
- mieswhereby they vex ind oppreſs the godly. This is a great 
- ofence-and ſtumbling-block to the godly, and therefore the 
"4 £ urch. | ith need of this Prayer, That God would do well unto 
- Wepoaly, which traftin him, and ſeek\his Glory. with their 
© male Heart, thatthey by ſtumbling} at-.this offence do not fall 
bo '=cbe impiety. This Prayer contalneth in it a' Prophecy 
+ "inapromiſe, that like as he prayeth ſor the Bleſſing, Wel- 
| _ Proſperity of the juſt, ſo at the lenzth it ſhall alſo come 


| Verſe 5- But. thoſe. trat - turn aſide by their crooked ways, the 
= Loraſhall lead with the werkers of Iniquity: but peace 
F$ '  Sabbe wpon Iſrael. 


Key their own Wicketineſs. For to give place th. tentations. 
Wnt ef the Fleſh, or weakneſs of Mind, or elſe of Faich, 
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Sith not. ſimply, ſuck as turn aſide, . but ſuch as tun -a-! 
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A Commentary "0 


moſs to decline from the right way, ( which cometh 
ſometimes even in the Saints, as the Example Of Pergn regth.. 
eth) is one thing, and to fall away through wickedneſy and 
perverſneſs of Heart, is another : which cannot be inthe chi 
dren of God,bur properly belongeth to the wicked and gadlek, 
"This ſort of men hath ever corrupted the Church fromthe A 
poltles time, and with a ſhew of holineſs hath deceived the fine 
ple, which becauſe God piiniſherh. them nor, bur ſpareth, them 
and ſuffereth them.to proſper in c11; World, become ſo: proud 
that they will be counted amongſt the holtelt, and of the World 
are ſo commonly taken. We ſce that not only the godly are 
mixed with the wicked in this World, but in the Lords floote 4 
alſo the Wheat lyeth hidden under the Chafte. We,muſkiray þ 
therefure that God would bringghele, Hypocrites to light,and # 
give unto them their juſt Puniſhment with the workers ofilak 'Þ 
quity. Then ſhall peace enſue to the Chygeh of God. "har 
whilſt, the Lord poureth forth his vengeance upon the wicked 
which vex and perſecute his true members, he. gathenedd 

ther the good and upright of Heart, and Openly. declang 
fatherly good will and tender love towards them,, 8 
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They have oftentimes affiiited, &e.' © .; 


The Argu- Tz Palm confiſteth of two parts. In the former he giveth "Þ 
—_ of the thanks to God for the defence and continual deliverance: F 
alm, ofthe:People af God. . In the latter part-he maketh bh - 
againſt the Adverſaties, and in praying he prophelieth-withal," I 

Both theſe ſerve for our inſtruttion, and alſo containan mow + 


£ 
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$5 se or time, but as the continual Hiſtory of the Church 
doth ſhews.to all-times,and to the whole life of man. Moreover 


” pon the 129 Pſaly. 
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to patience under the Croſs, which pertaineth not to 


wedo here comprehend both Churches, of the Fews, and of the 
Gentiles, as Paulalſoin a manner joyneth them both together, 
when he ſaith, Firſt to the Jew, and then tothe Grecian. For 
2s touching the Church or Pcople of the Fews, it appeareti by 
the Hiſtories, that they were placed in the midſt of their Ene- 


* mies, as2'goodly Roſe in the midit of Thornes. On the Eaſt 


fide, the /ſmaelunes, the A-4bzans, and other cruel People vexed 


" them. On the South part, the Egyptians, the Ethiopians, the 


Tragladites, the Phil:ſtines, 2nd other like. Onthe North fide, 


Þ the Aſ754rs, &c. Sothe Church after the deſtruCtion of the 
# Synagogue, is compaſſed evegy way with Enemies, and Chriſt, 


® cording to the Pſalm, reigneth in the midſt of his Enemies. 


{ 


© Thus vere they $ftemimes and many ways afflicted. Bur 
wewichal God ſhewed this miracle, that when they were ſo 


2d. he always delivered them. And thus was the King- 
d©4/7acl a miraculous Kingdom, in that the Lord when 
udcorredt and chaſtife them, ſuffered the Ph:liſtines, E- 
* Moabites,” Aſſyrians and Babylonians to have victory 
em Again, when they ſeemed to be utterly oppreſſed, 
goully-prevailcd againſt their Enemies. So continued 
In-celpire of the cruel Nations round about it, 

mfelt : 25 is to he ſeen in the Books of the Kings 
meErroncks. Now, becauſe this People had both 

and promiſes-ſer before them, as touching their 


ions anddeliverangggthis was unto them a great Conſo- 
I even-when they Were :ficted and ſpoiled, that they 


' 
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kne wthat all theſe thipgs came to paſs not by the Will or Pow- 


= of their Enemies, and much-leſs by their Righteouſneſs 
4 Deſerts, but only by th: Will of God thus puniſhing and 
+ @aiſing his People. yea threatning and forewarning them 
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; ms Prophets, that he would ſo puniſh the diſobedient. This 


no-ſmall. Conſolation, thet in thy Aﬀiction and Calamity 


1 * . thou mayeſt be able toſay z This is the ſcourge of God, thus 


crretting me, and viſiting my Sins 3 1t is not the Wrath of 


God, or themeric and deſerving of.my Adverſaty. 
We S E 2 Theſe 


e, 
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Theſe things muſt we apply unto our ſelves alſo, tothe eng * 
that when we be oppreſſed, we may comfort our ſelves that we 
are not oppreſſed by the power of Death, Sin, Hell, or anycrea- 
ture, but by the will of God our Creator, 2MiRting vs and py- 
niſhing our Sins and ingratitude; and yet ſo, that he leaveth 
unto us this tatherly promiſe, that he wil} not forſake us. And 
ſuch a figure of the whole Kingdom of Chriſt is ſer forth inthe 
Apecalyps. For how muci1 doth it ſpeak of evil Angels, of cru- 
el beaſts, and ſuch other Plagues of the Church, which ſhould 
enter into the Church 2nd the Kingdom of Chriſt, God ſo per- 
mitting? Notwithſtanding Conſo]ation followeth aflictions and 
calamities, and though the Church be never ſo ſore afflicted, 

yet ſhall it continue and endure,and at the lengtk ſhall overcome 
| and yictoriouſly triumph. 
But this Pſalm agreeth eſpecially unto. our time, wherein 
the Church hath been moſt grievouſly affiited both under the 
Turks and alſo under the Komiſh Biſhops, yea and as it were 
utterly aboliſhed : So that if ye welgh the matter well, it may 
appear that the Condition of the Jews in B=bylon was het- 
ter then the ſtate of che Church under Antichriſt ; where the 
true uſe of the Sacraments was taken away, the benefit of 
Chriſt darkned, faith extinguiſhed, no true ſervice of God uſed, 
no true good works exerciſed ; gnerally, all things which per- 
tain to true Religion were clean aboliſhed, or moſt miſerably 
deformed and defaced. Wherefore, like as the Jews in Baty- 
lon were put from the ſight and ufe of the Temple, the Sacrifices, 
theCeremonies;and «ll policick Government: fo the Church nn- 
der Antichriſt had no true miniſtry, no true ſervice of God, 
not her own Kingdom and Government, but was conſtrained 
to obſerve and keep the Heatheniſh Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Papiſts. Thus was the Wrath, and thus have- been the Puniſh- 
ments of God in a manner all one, in the Church of the Jew 
and the Gentzles. | 
Wherefore it is moſt neceſſary that we lay hold upon this 
Conſolation, thats as the Pſalm ſairh, We are afflicted, we are 
caſt down, we are troden under foot, but we are not overcome. 
For the Church ſhall ſtand and remain invincible, notwith- 
ſtanding | that through great incredulity- and incredible in- 
firmity, the viſtory thereof is hidden and cannot be ſeen; ' As 
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"iſh Biſhops, and doting Dreams of the Monks. This was 


was under the . Pope, where all Schools and all Churches 
nohr nothing elſe bur che blaſphemous D*Ctriae of the Ro- 


the yery ſame thing thzt the Pſalm 73. complaineth of, where 
ir faith) We ſee not our ſizres: and yer God had even tnen his 


Church, although ic was very liccle, obſcure, and miſerably 


d formed. Before the Kingdom of the Romiſh Antichriſt, whar 
a ſwarw of Hereticks ſprang up ? Of whom alſo the Church 
was ſore yexcd and afflicted, even as the Jews were afflited 
ofthe Nations which d welled near unto them. And like as ihe 
Captivity followed rhat affliction of the Fews, ſo the King- 
dom of the Romiſh Biſhops was that Captivity which follow- 
edtheoutragious fury of the Hereticks, and oat of the which. 
alſo have flowed all the evils, and plagues which have been e- © 
yer ſiace in the Church, as out of a foul ſink, 2nd filthy pud- 
dle. But now by the great mercy of God the Captivity begin- 
eth to be turned, the Temple is repaired, and the true Service 
of God reſtored. 

This Pſalm afcer my judgement, ſpeaketh generally of ell 
ſuch troubles and afMliftions of the Church, as have been at all 
times and in all ages 3 As firſt, that the Kingdom of the Fews 
when they were yet under good Kings, was mightily aſſailed, 
but yet not utterly overcome ; And that the people afterwards 
were ſpoyled of the Afſyrians and Babylonians, and carried a- 

ay Captive, but not clean forſaken. For they were again de- 
wered out of Captivity, and in their own land enjoyed the 
promiſe- concerning Chriſt. Thus ſpeaketh the Pſalm firſt 
of the Jew:ſh Church. Afterwards it comprehendeth as a 
Prophecy,theState and.Condition of the Churchof the Gentiles; 
to wit, that God would preſerye and defeng it againſt all Here- 
ticks, againſt all the rage and fury of the World, againſt the 
Kingdom of the Romiſh Antichriſt, and moreover againſt all 
the tentations of Sin, which vex and oppreſs the Conſcience. 
Thus muſt we apply this Pſalm to all times and ages of the 
Church,to all changes and alterations; alldangersof the World, 
the Fleſh, Sin, the Law, Death, and the Gates of Hell, -/For 
the World aſſaileth it with power and wiſdom; the Devil, with 
E&ſperation anddubitation ; Hereticks with errors jn Faith ant 
Religion, and the Conſcience with Sins. In all theſe Perils we 
ſay>. 


a” Commentary bs 


ſay, Blefſtd be the Lord God, who ſuffereth us not to V; i 


ted above that we are able to bear. Indeed we muſt be temp- 
ted and tryed, bfit inthe Tentation he will give an outſcape; 


beſides this, that he giveth us ſtrength alſo to bear the Tents- 


tion until the time of deliverance come. This benefit Davidhere 
ſetteth forth,.and ſheweth unto us the ſtate of his people, tothe 
end we may thereby learn t':is Comfort, that like as he p'e- 
ſerved that People, even ſo wilt he alſo pteſerve us. For we 
hzve one and the ſame God, the ſame Spirit, the ſame Ward, 
the ſame Promiſes, and bricfly all things elſe whatſoever. 
Whercfore we may ſay and ling with David ; 


Verſe I, They have oft exit imes aff! fred me from mv youth, may 
Iſrael zow ſay: 
Verſe 2. 1hey have oftentimes affluctea me from my youth, but they 
conld not prevail againſt me. | 


He nameth no certain Enemy, to the end he may compre- 
hend all. Where he ſaith, from my youth, he underſtandeth all 
the time from their primuve Church ( as we call it) until 
Tſracl began firſt to be the People of God. For albeit we ever 
praiſe thoſe things which 2rc melt ancient and of greateſt anti» 
quity (asthe primitive Church is indeed worthy to be praiſed) 
yet God regardeth not this dilfercnce-For in all times, and even 
in the loſt ages of the Church he gave notable Propkets, to tht 
people of 1/zacl ;, as before tne Captivity, //2i1a% of all other 
the moſt excellcn: ;, after the Captivity, Arg us, Zacharyand 
others. In the mean time between Afoy/cs and theſe, were Hes 
lias, Helizeus, &c. So we fee that the Primitive Clinrch -was 
more pure from Her@icks and wicked Opinions: But yet not- 
withſtanding there were ſome notable Prophets and other ex- 
cellent men even in the latter times. And when the root of Jeſſe 

ſeemed now to d2 withered, yet God raiſed up. Aura, Simeon, 
Zachary and Elizabeth. For God preſerveth his Church though 
it, be never ſo much aſſ-iled and oppreſſes, according to his pro- 
miſe. Only ler us open our eyes that we miy ſce from whence. 
this cometh. | | | 

And here we may not look to thoſe things which the World 
eſpecially eſteemeth and magnificth, but we muſt behold the 


— 


Church 
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TT Charch 25 it is afflicted, oppreſſed; and full of Calamity. For 
thisis the true face of the Church of God, that itis weak, en- 
vironed with all deadly Engines, and compaſſ.d with, all the 
fries of the Devil, the World, the Fleſh, Sin and Death, Theſe 
*hingshe-that will not denold, but fycth and abhorreth tiem, 
fall never find out the truc Cluurch indeed. For that is not the 

| the rye picture and image af che Church which the Painters ſet 
forty which paint 11<r,25 a goodly Virgin, asa City well armed, 
;dbraed and beautified; Indecd thar is a true picture, but not 
xccording to the Eyes of the Fleſh-But ſpiritual Eyes do ſee this 

reat Beauty, that Chriſt is her Hnsband, and' begot her uato 
kinſclf by the Holy Ghoſt, beautified her and made her glari- 
ons with his own blood, with his merits and with his cightes 

| -ouſhefs. Ofall theſe things the fl:th' can (ez nothing, c:in judge 
| | nothing, but ſceth rather rhe contrary, how ſhe is fubjcct to 


moſt bitter hatred, malice, vex2tions and torments. Where- 
foreif it would paint her ont in ſuch ſo!t 25 heſecth and behob+ 
deth her, then muſt it painc and 2c ker fu;th as,a deformedand 
poor maiden) fitting in a dangerous Wood or: Deſac:, in the 
midſt of cruel and hangry, Lyons, Bears, Wolve,, Swine, and 
| Venemous Serpents : alfo in che midſt of outragiaus and furt- 
| ousmen, attempting with Sword, Fire andWater to deſtroy her, 
and'to root-her-our from the face of the Earth. As there is inthe 
Apealyps {et forth a goodly Picture, ( then. the which there. is 
| nothing more excellent in that book )- that the Church as a de- 
| _ ftewoman, flyeth fromthe old Serpent .or Dragan perſccu- 


tingher Md her Chitd: Wherefv;e theſe, words which David 
, lereuſeth; may: very well be applicd to her : any times bave 
mne'Enemies afflited me, many timis have they vexed me, | 


if wef6llow-the judgment of the fleſh ; As'if the Enemies 
and vanquiſhed for ever : As we al} £ 1d by our own- Expeti- 


: Þ » [ "= . - ». | 
ace in our Conflifts 'which privaicly we ſuffer in our Hearts, 
 Wen-Satan-terrifieth and confoundech our Conſciences. For 


- 


= eur that the victory is Satans; oppxeſling us, with, 


wit, and ſpoyling us{(45 to the fleſh it ſcemeth) of all 
the 


But'this affiiftion ſeemeth rather, to be an pier Det raftion, | 
lid {0 
prevaiſfand overcome, that the Church wete utterly oppreſſed: 


are rated up. ſuch terrors, that no man..can-otherwiſe. 


, Copitations, .with Tentations, ans ys 


Chap. 12. 


._» AVC emmentary. \ 3 
the ſweet Coyſolations, which by the merit of Chriſt andyke* 


' Wordare offered urito us. Accordipg tothis ſexcewemaymal 
ſay, Oftentimss have they «ffiifted me, For this leemeth to not -Þ 
only an afflition, but an utter Deſolation and Deſtruttion. As | 
we privately feel this every onein our own Hearts and! ” | 
ences ; ſo the whole body of the Church in all times dot con 
feſs, that it is yehemently aſſailed with ſtrong and mighty A+ F 
mies of molt deadly Enemies of all Nations, and oppugned Lo 
the Engines of all Tefitations and Tribulations, even way ai | 
youth, that is, from the'time that when the People were deli 
' vered out of Egypt, they began to be known from, other. Natis 
ens2 and to be the people of God. _ Wt 
But here the Church .and the Children of God comfort and _ 
raiſe up themſelyes agzin, having good: Experience thatin all - 
rheſe Calamities God ſhewed forth his Power, and not. only xe 
mitted their Sin, but alſo turned away the puniſhment there- 
of, ſo that ſtillgh& remained a Church, and the praQtices of 
their Enemies were brovght Zo wk "LBeTEINIE: the Prophet 
kere, not only repeatethche danger ang calamity of theChugch, 
but with Kg hes | det RR an Exhortationy that every 
member 6fthis bo 2X Tpopld praiſe the mercy.and g90gneſs, of 
the Lord, and ſay, They could not prevail againſt. me. This 1s 
ſingular Confolatiqn, not_only for the whole, Church:of God, 
bit alſo for.every.,one of us particularly, againſt the proud brags 
of our Enemies and'the great hope which they have conceiveds 
thatthey ſhallrevail againſt us. Hereticks and ,SeQaries.ds | 
glory that they ſhall have the_Vidtary.. The, Pops; yaunting.of 
his own ſtrength,” andthe power of Princes, cryeth, out 3 We! Þ 
ſhall overcome.” Satan, joyneth with them bothz.:and raiſeth-up; F. 
ſuch troubles,that it ſeemeth doubtful to whom the victory will _ | 
triton !ſsthz.not only every man privately, with great: | 
ayimeis ar. 1 


di iels'srd' forroy,” but '21fo the whole. Church, As we by; | 
petiebce did prove in the Aſſembly gathered at; duguhmr Þ 
where1t ſcetned that our Enemies ſhould utterly have {walloWrs 'Þ 
et ys vp. © But did not we there find theſe words. to be full of: LY 
Comolation? They could not prevail. This Conſolation 
muſt hold faſt even when we are killed, agby the Examples M|. 
the Primitive Church we' are taught. For the Church, ink": 
were watercd with the blood of the faithful, that: ene | 
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) 1 rtaſ may come thereef., Now, like as theſe words of the 
"F Fronhet-are rightly applyed ta that perſecution which Is done 
*F ich the ſword, ſo mult they be applyed alſo io the aſſaults of 
+ Yereticks and Enthuſiaſts: For It is their property to boalt and 
brag of theConqueſt,and always to triumph before the victory. 
* *Bithow ſoever our adverſaries triumph and glory, 1:t us en- 
_ *4x0ur to hold faſt the word, and whatſoev-r we do, let us ap- 
-ply.it wholly to the amplyfying of the Kingdom of Chriſt and 
"tiswerd.If then (2s needs ic mult be) aſſaults and battelsdo fol- 
* Joy, yet let us ſing with David, They could not prevail. For 
F albeir they kill us, yet neither thePope, nar any other hereticks, 
'nor the Turk, nor S2tan himſelf;,fhall ever be able to quench the 
Word: Neither yet ſhall they prevail againſt us if we ſtedfaſt- 
ly abide io the Word, Indeed this will we grant unto Satan, 
thatheis ſtronger than we, and vexeth us many wayes. For A 
many afe the troubles of the juſt, bur God will deliver them = 
- outofall. And why? Becauſe it is the word of God which they 
| Angnd teach ;,and moreover it is Gods own cauſe which 
they defend. Wherefore although the Pope attempt and pra- 
(iſe never ſo much miſchicf,and go about to ſtir up the whoke 
* world againſt us ; although Telſe brethren which walk: not in 
and ſound doctrine, continually: vex us, although Satan 
himſelf never ceaſe to raiſe up the gates of hell againſt us, yer 
' mile fing with David even to the end, They could nt prevail ; 
+; $aadnd that only becauſe of the word. + | 
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1 | Vaſe 3. The Plowers plowed upon my back,, and they made 
WV long furrows, | 


| See what unlike and almoſt contrary things he joyneth, here 
4 pier, Before he comforted the -faithfull, that che enemies 
"| Kuldnever beable to do any thing againſt the Churchybecauſe 
I is wineible and cannot be overcome : and here he complay- | 
F that they plow upon the backs of the Church, and make | 
= utzow, as ſcemto be of an infinite length. This is an | 
- Wenc th efore which vehemently troubleth the godly, that 

wareth Satan and the world ſo long to rage, ſo long to 
WWamict the Church, that he giveth ſucceſs unto their 

«counſels and attempts; gg he ſuffereth the -ungodly 
—, 7 even 
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. Othe other ſide, the godly, the more they pray, and the m : 


their cijlamity, or the impiety and outragious cruelty ofthes 


_ drive the Plow , They could not prevarl. 
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even then to proſper when they are molt worthy to be ah, 
ed with all manner of torments, and utterly contumed, Oh the 


they hope, the leſs ſeemeth their prayer and their hoperoty 
effe& : Every day are they more and more afflit:d : every day 
there is leſs and'leſs hope 1:ft. Wherefore this ſimilicude js we 

applied unto them, in that they are compar'd to a ground which 
is continually plowed; wherein ſuch fur:ows are drawn a ſeem 


to have noend ; as though there were noGod which either ſeeth 


nemicsof the word. He ſignifieth therefore thatthey have need 
of contindal patience, not for a 2y or two, but all the days of 


their life. So thatthey which have the word, muſt aſſurcdly put- 


poſe and determine, never to depart from God, alchough they 
ſhould ſuffer the ſame afflictions a thouſand years together. 
How many have we ſeen ia theſe our days which have fallen 
away, ( yea and ſuch alſoas ſometime did ſtand ) when the 
fruit of the word was hindred through Perſecution, like asthe” 
Sijn dryeth up and'withereth the Corn that is ſown in a ſtony | 
yround ? | : 
5" Whexefore we muſt learn that, the patience of the faithful, 
as it is iii this verſe deſcribed, is ſuch as is ready to offer their 
backs unto the Plowers, and fo ſuffer not for a day nor for x 
year, but for the time of their whole life. For he comparethaf- 
*fiftions to the fong plowing on the back of the faithful : Like 
as Our Saviour Chriſt alfo* frgnifieth, when he faith, He the \ 
continueth to the end ſhall be ſaved. For to begin is not enough, 
And that patience which*hath her bounds and limits preſert 
bed, may be found even among the Gentiles. But the patience P 
of Chriſtians is perpetual, thar is to ſay, ſuch a patience as ſee- 
meth to be infinire and without end ; for the end thereof doth 
not appear.Like'as'on the other fide,the end of their conſolatt 
on appeareth not. So that thoſe things which ſeem to be moſt 
contrary. are here joyned togetherz that 1s to ſay, the length 
and the long continuance of the furrows on the- back of the | 
faichfyl, and the viCtory of the fairhful,ſinging of thoſe which Þ 


Morever, this great and long continuance of the furrows on | 
the back of the faichful, includeth ſach an cffence as no - 1 
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FF” 1 wiſdom is ble to overcome; namely that che wicked do 
\ | not only profpcr» but their felicity alſo continucth lang, ſo 
"that it feemeth co be as a reward of their Tyranny, their perſe- 


tion and molice 2gainſt the Church. For if God would ſuffer 
their tyranny but for a little time, and ſpecdily reward them 
according £0 their deſerts, we ſhould 2ll then ſay that Gad is 
mindful of his children,and angry with the wicked. But-now, 
/fnce impiety. 22d Wickedaely flouriſheth many years roge- 
ther, and the wicked {till continue and increaſe in great felici- 
ty, without puniſhment, the ſame is verified of them which 
Diogenes ſaid of Harpalus, That they ſeem to give a lively te- 
ſtimony againſt the Gods. Yea the godly are ſo vehemently 


"tempted thro? this long continuance, andfall ſo far, that they 
rk C 


God hath no regard of ih:m. Wherefore we muſt ſoarm 
ourſelves witkChriſttan patience, that albeit we feel the tedi- 
on» and long continuance of theſe furraws, we be not therefore 
offended, bit when oae tentation is overcome, we muſt prepare 
our ſelves't6 another. Forour backs muſt be always ready to 
hear the long continuance of theſe furrows. 

Thisd$-the firſt pirt.of the Pſalm, in the which he confeſſeth 
the divine miracles and mi: aculous power of God, whereby 
he preſerveth his children not onely againſt the world, but alſo 


 apainſt Sin, Death and the Devil, and praiſeth God for that 


he giveth victory-to thoſe that are oyercome,: nd putterth thoſe 
toflight'which do overcome. This joyful end and this ſucceſs 
he willeth-us to look and wait for, and exhorteth us to pati- 
ence. Now he tnrneth himſelf.to prayer, and not only prayeth . 
but.alſo-promiſeth to the'encmies of the Goſpel, that although 


TF theyobſtinat:ly continue in affliting the faichful wichout check 


- or puniſhment, yet ſhall cheir ruine and overthrow be ſuch,-thar 
+ . they ſhall never riſe again; 2s experience doth ſhew. - For 1 


pray you, what Kingtom from the beginning of the world 
halways continued and-profpered ? The places and ſpaces 


'of theearth do remain void and deſolate, an1 the Kirgdoms 
; i(regoneas though they had never heea. Again, the cruelty and 
j ranoy of the Kingdoms of the world was never ſo great, that 


It Was able to oppreſs the Church. For the Church ſtill conti- 


aeth and fhll continue ro the end of the yyorld,as folloyyeth. 
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comfortable. For they know that no munitions; no furniture 
of war can beſo ſtrong. Firſt of all therefore, weigh and conſi- 


{o doth, becauſethat, when q man confidereth according to the 
judgmenr of the fleſh, the things which are here done, andhow 
God governeth and ruleth the ſame, 1t ſeemeth no otherwiſe 


ny of the wicked with great riches, power, dignity, &'c, When 
reaſon ſeeth this, it can judg nothing elie, bur that if there he 
a God, he is unjuſt. For firſt of all thus doth reaſon gather :/ If 
there be aGod;he is able to reſiſt the wicked,and utterly to de- 
| fſtroythem. For tobe a God is to be Almighty. - Again, thus 
carnal reaſon argueth : If there be a” God, he mnſt needs know 
thoſe things which aredone inthe worid; for it cannot be ſaid 
of God, that he is ignorant of any thing. Now whatelſe fol- 
loweth hereof, but that if God know theſe things to be cruelly 
and unjuſtly done; and he is able to reſiſt them, he ought alſo to 
be no teſs-willing todothe ſame. For if we think that he will 
not do that which he knowerh and is able to do, it muſt follow 
that he is not good, but evil ; not juſt, but unjuſt. Now lay 
theſe things together. If God have power, wiſdom and good- 
» n£fS in him; if he be able to help; if he know how,andalſobe 
willlng/to help ; why are all theſe things done and governed 
in the world in ſuch'ſort, that the wicked have power,riches & 
- dignity, as a reward .of their impiety ? and contrariwiſe the 
godly for their piety and godlineſs are many ways and moſt 
cruelly afflicted ? All theſe things are a lively teſtimony againft 
Godz/as before we ſaid of Diogenes, This argument of .Epicw- 
r#s and ſuch like Atheiſts, is to the fleſh invincible. Wherefore 
reaſon being altogether blinded and wrapped in theſe ſnares, 
inclineth tothis opinion, That-there is no God, or elſe that he 
xregardeth not the affairs of men. | 
Of this offence and ſtumbling block the holy Ghoſtwarneth 
ys,when he attributeth this name unto God, that he 1s righte« 
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Yerſe 4+ The Righteous Lord bath cut the cords of the wickzd. 5 


Theſe words are io full of conſolation, that tothe children of | 
Godin their calamities and afflictions, nothing can be more © 
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der why he calleth the Lord Rzghteovs, and ye ſhall ſee that he * 


but that he is vnrighteous and unzuſt in ſupporting the 'tyran-/ 
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how rinrighteouſheſs.and impicty pleaſeth not. There- 
hopgh he ſuffer the yicked to flouriſh for a time, yet at 
the laſt be cutreth their cords, that Is, he deſtroyeta both their 
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at lover wickedneſs. Wherefore It Chriſtians lzarn to 
indges not by that wilica pr eſcntly they feel, but by that which 
the word of God promiſeth,and ſhall zſluredly come to pals; to 
wit, Thar the wicked, when they have long } oroug upon the 
backs of the faichfulgggd many ways afflifted them, ſhall periſh 
1tthe kngth. -For is juit, and his juſtice will nor ſuffer 
the righteous to be oppreſſed. 


Verſe 5- Let them that hate Sion be confounded and turned back, 


This (2s before I have ſaid) is-a Prayer, But ye know that 
in every Prayer there is a Promiſe included, which Promiſe this 
word Righteous doth expreſs in the former verſe with a ſingu- 
lar yehemency, totheend we ſhould not murmur, or blaſpheme 


God, as though be were ngt mindſul of us, or had not pare 
of us- Now, where he ſaith, Ler them be eanfoynded anll twu- 


ed back; it is an expoſition of that which he ſaid before, that 
their cords ſhould be.cut, that is to ſay, their Kingdoms, their 
Power, their Riches, their Laws, and finally their whole poli- 
tick body and common weal ſhould be brought to nought : as 
it befell zo Babylon, Ninive, Jeruſalem, Athens, Corinth, Thebes, 
Rene, and briefly to all theſe Kingdoms and Common-weales, 
which did got ſubmit. themſelves to the Goſpel. For when 
t&y proudly ſtretched out their necks and fet themſelves a- 
palkit Chriſt their King, and by their power ſought to oppreſs 
tim»they were deftroyed.” In like manner muſt we alſo pray, 
and certainly look for the execution of Gods vengeance upon 
thofe which at this day have ſet themſelves againſt the Goſpel ; 
the Pope and his Biſhops, with all their fation, and with 
al the Kings and Princes of the earth which maintain and 
eiend their impiety ; for at the laſt they ſhall be confounded. 
It the Goſpel and the Word of the Lord ſhall endure for e- 
ner. Forthename of Chtiſt ſhall never be oppreſſed. but be- 

faithfully catied upon, ſhall always be ready to help the 
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fully 
and {hall cut che cords now of the wicked man, apd 
| Thus 
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W4 rand them» according tothat ſaying, Thou ert ut aGed Pl. 5. 
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Thus the Holy Ghoſt comforteth us ſundry ways, Fat when r 
we havelearned thatSatan is ſuch a Spirit as never cealeth to 
tempt and to vex us, (ſo that when he cannot overcome us by 
the greatneſs and multitude of tentatiens, he goeth abou! 
to do ir by the tediouſneſs and long continuance thereof ) he 
would hayeus to comfort our ſelves herewith, that albeit theſe 
rentations Tontinue long, y=t notwirhſt:nding they ſhall haye 
an end. And ſince we are forewarned both of the continyance & 
of the end thereof, it is the more eaſy fi to bear them. Here 
is to be noted alſo that he ſheweth ro WNom he witheth evil, 
namely to thoſe which hate Sie». And that hatred which they 
bare againſt Sin, was an hatred againſt God, For in that 
Satan hateth the Church , he doth ir not only in reſpe@ of 
men, but becauſe he hateth God himſelf, whom the Church 
praiſeth and magnifieth. Moreover, Sz was a place which 
God had choſen unto himſelf. Like as therefc;e God had ches 
ſen that place to ſhew his great love tow?.cds it; ſo had Satay 
choſen the ſame to ſhew his malice againſt it and with all his 
power to vex it. In like manner; not only S+tan, but al'o the 
malignant Church of the Pope, doth perſecute vs ; rot hecayſe 
we areevil in the ſight of the World ; for this they could well 
ſuffer, yea and would be glad if they might hear that we are 
Whoremongers and Murtherers as they are : But the true 
cauſe why they ſo deadly hate and perſecute us1s this, for that 
it prieveth them, that we in their eyes are innocent as touching 
the ſecond table, and alſd obedient ro the firſt ; wherein we 
are commanded to honour, ſerve, and'pratſe the Lord to fear 


kim, and truſt in his Mercy, &c. 


Verſe 6. Let them be as the graſs on the tops of the houſes, which 
. withereth afore it cometh forts. | 


This is a goodlyPſalm;for the ſundry, excellent,and moſt apt 
ſimilitudes contained therein, whereby the Holy Ghoſt paint- 
eth out thoſe great Majeſties and Principzlities of the World, |. 
which fight againſt the the Goſpel. A little before he compared | 
them'to plowers drawing out furrows of a marvellous length; . 
ro whom he ſo compareth them, not in this reſpect, as thoye! i 
it were granted unto them ſo long to abuſe their power, new 4 
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1 18 hes ; but in reſpect of the great Tediouſneſs, Grief, and 
Þ OE "thoſe which ſuffer the Plowers, the Fucrows, the 


anguiſh of | 
and treading under foot z for unto them it ſeemeth a 
ecdions, 2 log» and 2Sit were an infinite Plowing. Where- 


defire to? delivered, and never ſo little tarrying 
hi rediouſneſsand anguiſhsf heart) ſe. meth to them 
jncollerable. Aginlt this Wearinels and thi Tediont{uel 
therefore, he comforterh the faichful with this ſimilicude, of 
gre T'w2 the top of the houſe, As if he ſaid, Why ſcemcth the 
time ſo Jong, and tedious unto thee ? Why doſt thou not 
leatn totaderſtand what theſe Plowers thy Adverſaries be ? 
Didſt thou never ſee graſs growing on the tops of houſes? 
Who did ever complain that the graſs flouriſhed ſo long ? who 
ever wear 3bout £0 pluck it up? As though it were not wont of 
it ſelf to wither and vaniſh away. Learn therefore that the 
very ame is the ſtare and condition of thine Adverſaries. Thus 
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inltude of 


with one ſimilitede he fighteth againſt another. Bur If a man He fetteth the 


could eff:tually believe that this ſimilitude was made 2nd here 
ſet down by the Holy Ghoſt, and cloſe up the ſame fully in his 
heartz he ſhould fear neither the Turk dor the Pope, with all 
his crhel Prelates, nor the Tyranny of Princes, but ſhoul-l con- 
temn them all, and as little regard them as the graſs on the 
tops of the houſes. * 

- But behold the outward ſhew of this graſs. If any child 
ſhould ſee it, he would eſteem icito be better then any Barley, 
(for to Barley it is moſt like) ſince it groweth not as other 
things do upon the Earth, but in an higher and more notable 
placezand loadeth the tops of the houſes. Bur take a man that 
knowerh thele things, and he will ſay it is nothing elſe but a 
goodly ſhew and reſemblance without any fruit. Thus hath 
theHolyGhoſt choſen this ſimilicude ta teach vs,;1ot to wiſh the 
Tyrants may be like graſs, but ro know that they are indeed 
'moſt like unto graſs on the houſe tops, which withereth away 
before the harveſt time come, or any man go about to cut it 
down, Senacherib who beſieged Jeruſalem, did_flie over King- 
doms,. oppreſſed 2nd trod down all things under his feet : 
thereforehe could not. be counted of Ezechia & others like unto 
graſs; and yet before he atchieved what he went about, he was 
mpelled, not without great fear, and alſo much ſlaughter of 


his' 


the grals in the 
houſe top, a- 
gainſt the fi- 
militude of 
the Plowers. 
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Thus the Holy Ghoſt comforteth us ſundry ways. Far whey 
we havelearned thatSatan is ſuch a Spirit as never ceaſethts 
tempt and to vex us, (lo that when he cannot overcome ys by 
the greatneſs and multitude of tentatiens, he goerh-qbour 
to do it by the tediouſneſs and Tong continuance thereof ) he 
would have us to comfort our ſelves here with, that albeit theſe 
tentations Continue long, y=t notwithſt:nding they ſhall haye 
an end. And ſince we are forewarned both of the continuance & 
of the end thereof, it is the more eaſy foil to bear them.Here 
is to be noted alſo that he ſheweth co whom he wifheth evil, 
namely to thoſe which hate So». And that hatred which they 
bare againſt Sis, was an hatred againſt God, For in that 
Satan hateth the Church , he doth it not only in reſpe& of 
men, but becauſe he hateth God himſelf, whom ,the Church 
praiſeth and magnifieth- Moreover, S:w7 was a place whick 
God had choſen unto himſelf. Like as therefo;e God had che. 
ſen that place to ſhew his great love tow?.cds it; ſo had Satay 
choſen the ſame to ſhew his malice againf it, and wich all his 
power to vex it. In like marner, not only S+tan, but al'o the 
malignant Church of the Pope, doth perſecute us 3 rot becayſe 
we arcevil in the ſight of the World ; for this they could well 
ſuffer, yea and wonld be glad if they might hear that we are 
Whoremongers and Murtherers as they are : But the true 
cauſe why they ſo deadly hate and perſecute us,1s this, for that 
ic prieveth them, that we in their eyes are innocent as touching 
the ſecond table, and alſo obedient ro the firſt ; wherein we 
are commanded to honour. ſerve, and'pratle the Lord ; to fear 


kim, and truſt in his Mercy, &c. 


Verſe 6. Let them be as the graſs on the. tops of the houſes, which 
. Withereth afore it cometh forts. 


This is a goodlyPſalm;for the ſundry, excellent,and moſt apt 
ſimilitudes contained therein, whereby the Holy Ghoſt paint- 
eth out thoſe great Majeſties and Principzlities of the World, 


which fight againſt the the Goſpel. Alictle before he compared | 
them'to plowers drawing out furrows of a marvellors rages: 


ro whom he ſo compareth them, not in this reſpect, as "_ 
it were granted untothem ſo long to abuſe their power, NE 
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his ſouldiers, to raiſe his ſiege, and he himſelf moſt. 
periſhed. So baroah ſeemed mightily to grow: and jncre 
- upon the earth, but in the air and upon the houſe tops'; bur the Þ - 
milerableJews were oppreſſed and trodder under feot like mire &- 
in rhe ſtreets This is a reſemblance of graſs, not withering 
but freſhly flouriſhing. But how quickly did it wither and yz. 
niſh to nothing ? For when Pharoat did verily think to oppreſ 
them, ke was ſuddenly oppreſſed himſelf and periſhed in the 
waters. | 
Such an image of Tyrants and Tyranny theHolyGhoſt paint- 
eth out unto us in this place. Why then ſhoaldeſtthoy fear? 
Why ſhouldeſt thon tremble? Why ſhouldeſt thou defpair; ax 
though thou hadſt ttever ſeen moſt flouriſhing graſs within 
few days to wither away of its own accord, or didſt not know 
the nature of it to be ſuch as cannot long continue ? Athanaſis 
(when F#l:4nss5 the Emperour did many wayes afflitt both him 
and the whole Church, and fought, nor only with. cruelty, but 
alſo. with craft ard ſubrilty againſt the faithful, .inſomuch 
that others, as it were in a terrible tempeſt; were utterly diſ- 
couraged and paſt all hope of deliverance) ſaid that this Perſe- 
Cution of Ful:an was not a tempeſt bur a little cloud. "Indeed 
his heart was full of faith-which could believe, that Faliams 
was like,nottoa terrible and a Wolent tempeſt;noc to a mighty 
- black cloud wrapping all things in darkneſs, but unto a very 
little cloud, which the Son doth quickly conſume. - In like 
manner muſt we alſo extenuate and diminiſh the powet of our 
adverſaries, and ſet at nought all their proud brags and all | 
their cruelty ; not in reſpeCt of our own ſtrength, but becauſe 
they are of themſetves nothitg elfe but a bubble in the watet, : 
graſs on the. houſe tops, and a. vety ſhadow rather then men; 
beſides this, that they provoke God alſo againſt themſelves; 
whoſe fury & cruelty compared unto his power is a thing more 
vain than graſs on the houſe tops, or a bubble in the water; for 
it is nothing but a bare and a naked ſhew; which ſeemeth rode 
ſomething, when indeed it is nothing. $0 are all the attempts 
of the adverſaries; full of threatnings, but in the end they cowe "7 
to nothing. | Nee TS 
This 4s the wiſdom of Chriſtians, to diminiſh the poneroge 

of the adverſaries, atid contrariwiſe to amplific the Word an 
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AC ommentary 


God is? and what man is? what the Creature is, and what the 
Creator 1s ? 

Wherefore they are rightly compared to graſs on the houſe 
tops; ſor more contemptuouſly the Holy Ghoſt conld not ſpeak 
of them. For this grals is ſuch, that'ir ſoon withereth away 
defore the ſickle be put unto it. Yea, no man thinketh it worthy 
to be cut down, no man regardeth it, every man ſuffereth it to 
brag for a while, and to ſhew it ſelf vnto men trom the houſe 
tops as though it were ſomewhat when it is nothing. $0 the 
wicked Perſccutors in the World,which are taken to be mighty 
and terrible according to the outward ſhew, are of all men moſt 
contemptible. For Chriſtians Co not once think of plucking. 
them up, or cutting them down; they perſecute them not, they 
revenge not their own injuries, but \ulfer them to increaſe, to 
brag and glory as much as they liit ; For rhey know that they 
cannot abide the violence of a yvehement Wind. Yea though all 
things be in quietneſs, yet as graſs on the houſe tops, by lit- 
tle and little withereth away through the heat of the Sun, {6 
Tyrants upon ſmall occaſions do periſh and ſoon vaniſh a- 
way. The faithful therefore in ſuffering do prevail and 6- 
vercome ; but the wicked indoing, are overthrown and ml- 
ſerably periſh, as all the Hiſtories of all times and ages do plain 
ly witneſs. 


Verſe 7. Whereodf the Mower filleth not his hand, neuher tht 
Gleaner his Lap. 


, Here the Holy Ghoſt maketh a compariſon between Graſs 
which yieldeth no fruit, and true corn which is fruitful ; that 
thereby he may the better commend unto us the former ſimili- 
tude, and be Frogs our minds from the falſe dread and terror 
which that vain and counterfeit ſhew bringeth. Fruitful corn 
(faith he) is ſuch, that he which moweth it ſhall fill his hand, 
and he that gathereth the ſheaves ſhall have plenty to carry 1n- 
to his barn. Here ye ſee, is a truth, and not a vain ſhew, But 
grafs on the houſe tops maketh a ſhew of that which 1s not. 
true, becauſe it is fruitleſs. So the Pope and his Prelates, witi 
otherTyrants and Perſecutors, have a reſemblance and a coun- 


terfeit ſhew that they are the Church. They hold and aps 
g- 


upon the 129 P ſalm. 
| nities, Prebends, Benefices, as graſs hath his ſtalk and ear 3 


but indeed they are none of the Chrrch, like as graſs 1s 
no Corn : for it withereth away before it can bring forth 


T thisis the chiefeſt argument wherewith they fight againſt 

that for this glorious ſhew whereof I ſpeak, they uſurp 
2nd challenge to themſelves tbe title of the Church * Bur we 
are commanded to take heed that we be not deceived by out- 
ward ſhews- Yea and we are admoniſhed alſo that ſuch ſhews 
xreoftentimes occaſions of great calamities: Beware ( faith 
oor Saviour Chriſt) of Falſe Prophets, which come to you 1 
Sheeps-cloathing..Alſo By therr fruits ye ſhall kyow them. Where- 
25then they challenge unto themſelyes the name of theChurch) 
2nd for a goodly ſhew (which the graſs alſo that groweth on the 
houſe tops hath as well as they,) will be counted good Corn : 
this will not we grant them. For if they be good Corn, let them 
fill the hand of the Mower, but this they do not. They are un- 
profitable Graſs, yea worſe then graſs. For in that filthineſs 
of their wicked luſts and fleſhly pleaſures wherewith they are 
horribly polluted, and that cruelty which they exerciſe againſt 
the true Church, they retain not ſo much as the outward ſhew 
mich they pretend. Wherefore, ſince there is nothing to be 
found in our adverſaries but a naked and an hypocritical ſhew, 
and the ſame alſo miſerably and many ways deformed and de- 
faced; fince,(! ſay) there is nothing elſe in them bnt meer hy* 
pocriſy, we judge and denounce them not to be the Church of 
Cariſt, but of Satan. Wherefore they are prepared as chaff 
and ſtubble to the fire, although under a ſhevy and colour of 
the Church, they affli&t and Perſecute.usneyer ſo much. 


Verſe 8. Neither they which go by ſay, We bleſs you in the name 
of the Lord. 


This alſo commendeth and ſetteth forth unto us the ſimili- 
tace of the graſs. For trueCorry hath this commendation, that 
tisthe bleſſing of God. They therefore vvhich ſe ir grovv, 
rhat God vvould bleſs and proſper it. This (faith David) 
y not be ſaid of that graſs; that is to ſay,of theTyrants and 

eadverſaries of the Church, but rather they ſhall be curſed 
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of all men, yea the malediCtion both of God and man ſhall 
heaped upon them: Like as it hath allo hapned to theChnxch of 
Rome,which before our doctrine and preaching moſt gloriouſly 
flouriſhed. But now that the Goſpel hath plucked away her 
viſour, and ſheweth that ſhe is not without frujt, all ber curſed 
hypocriſy is bewrayed,and her memory is periſt'd from among 
the godly.Thus the Prophet comforteth the faithful, and ſhew- 
eth that the wicked( what glorioas brag ad pretence ſveyer 
they make )Jare indeed nothing 2nd becauſe God bleſſeth them 
not,they ſhall inherir nothing but malediCtion, and ſhall he con: 
founded. like as Fudas; thePhariſces, Corsnthus, A ins, and Pe- 
lagias,though they ſeemed to flouriſh, moſt miſerably periſhed 
with all their glory. 

Wherefore let us, whoſe doCtrine by the gracz of God is 
ſound and agreeable with the holy Scripture, remember this 
ſimilitude, that when we muft ſuffer hatred, ſ1inder,reproaches 
and all manner of injuries for theGoſpels ſ(ake, we are not afraid 
but may {earn hereby to judge the Pope, the Biſhops, the wic- 
ked Princes, with the tormentors and execution?rs of their 

cruelty, to be nothing elſe but graſs on the houſe tops, which 
ſcemeth to be ſomewhat,when indecd it is nothing, and there- 
fore it is withour all bleſſing. To ſuch it ſhall be ſaid with the 
richglutton in hell, Son remember that thou in thy life time 1 ectiv- 
edſt thy pleaſures, For if we conſider the whole hiſtory of the 
Church even from the beginning of the world, we ſhall ſee that 
God hath always ſo wrought by his ſecret counſel, that as grals 
on the houſe tops withereth away before the harveſt come : {0 
Tyrants are ſuddenly cut off and never come to their full time, 
Wherefore let us conſtantly abide and endure with patience 1n 
all afflitions, until the end do ſhew that it was nothing but 
graſs,and ſuddenly withered when it was moſt like to increale 
and flouriſh. The wicked do enjoy all good things for the 

Churches ſake, like as the graſs on the houſe tops hath the be- 

nefit of the rain and of the Sun as well as the Corn in the fields. 

But as they ſhall not live half their days, and as they fhall ſee 

their own counſels and devices to be bur yain and without ſuc- 

ceſs, ſo ſhall they be as a perpetual ſhame among men : Inſo- 
much that no man ſhall wiſh any good unto them : As at this 


day the memory of Juaas, Pilatezthe wicked Jews Dirhjans 
h ax 


upon the 129 Pſalm. 


Maximinus ayd ocher T yrants, is without honour, yea moſt 
wecrable 2nd odious unto all men. This conſolation is ſer forth 
by the holy Ghoſt by theſe gro's ſimilitudes and examplcs,that 
we may Conceive in our minds ſome ſhadow or reſemblance of 
Gods Works, ſince we cannot rightly judge and eſteem the 
things themſclves according tothe truth, but we judge theene- 
mies and Perſecutors of the Church by their goodly ſhew and 
0 d appearance) to be good Wheat, becauſe they proſper 
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2nd flouriſh ſo long upon ch» earth. Wherefore vve muſt reſt 
vvholly in the Word, which wich ſuch ſimilitudes painteth out 
theſe things 3 and we mult with draw our ſenſes from all on:- 
ward ſights and ſhews, and judge no otherwiſe of the adverſa- 
ries of the word, then of moſt vile graſs that groweth on the 
houſe tops, and is contemned of all men. For ſo ſaith the Spirit 
of faith : tho? our ſcales ſay otherwiſe. 

- [n like manner mult we do alſo in ſpiritual tentations; when 
our conſcience acculeth us and' giyeth teſtimony againſt us, as 
well in the agony and danger of death, as in other conflicts. 
Hereif we follow that which appeareth to reaſon and our own 
ſenſes to be true, it ſhall ſeem unto us that our encmies are in- 
vincible and almighty, and that there is no remedy, but we 
maſt needs be overcome and utterly periſh. The ſight and feel- 
ing of this greatneſs pertaineth to the eyes and to the ſenſes 
onely, and riſeth of the judgment of reaſon, and not of the 
truth. But when we look to the true greatneſs which the word 
ſetteth forth unto us, we are conſtrained to fay, that Death, 
vn, Satan and the very gates of hell are indeed nothing elſe 
but graſs on the houſe tops, but ſtubble, but a very bubble 
ſvimming upon the water, /yyhich vvith the leaſt occaſion 
breaketh and vaniſherh avvay. So muſt theſe things be ampli- 
hed and fer againſt all kinds of tentations, vvhether they be 
Perſecutors of the Word, as the yyorld and vvicked Princes, 
orelſe Sin, Death and Satan. All vyhich vve mult learn to ex- 
tenuate and leſſen as much as vve can, becauſe Chriſt liveth and 
vienve his yvord. This conſolation is able to ſyyallovy up all 
errors; and maketh us able to ſay, that all theſe things are in 
Very deed but one thing. But vvhen vve conſider theſe things 
'vithout the Word and Chriſt, in reſpe& of our ſelves, and of 
our oyyn ſtrength, then are they indeed, not graſs, but ſuch 
high 


2 Cor. 12.9. 


A Commentary, &c. 


high and mighty mountains as cannot be paſſed over, Where 
fore vyhen vve fight againſt our enemies, vve muſt fight, not 
as men conſiſting of Body and Soul, but as Chriſtians baptized 
inthe name of Chriſt, having the gift of the Spirit and- the 
Word.Novyv therefore, vvhen the Devil,Death, Hell it ſelf,the 
World and Cruel Princes, are compared to a Chriſtian, they 
are but graſs upon the houſe tops, or if any thing can be ſaid 
to be more vile and contemptible.For he hath the Word,vvhich 
isalmighty, and moreover he hath Chriſt himſelf, Chriſtians 
therefore are invincible, yea even then when they are over- 
come and troden under foot. For the Power of Chriſt is made 
perfect through weakneſs. Thus did the holy Prophets and 
Martyrs comfort themſelves againſt the World and the Kiug- 
dom of Satan, and therefore they did ſo valiantly ſuffer all 
kinds of aflictions, being perſvvaded,not that the graſs, vyhich 
vvithereth avvay of it ſclf, yvithout mans endeayonr, bal the 
Word of God ſhould have the victory. For true it is that Baſs 
lus yvriteth vyhen he comforteth the people of Alexandria a+ 
gainft the fury of Ar:5, that through the Perſecutions of the 
Enemies, the Church doth more and more increaſe and multi- 
ply. Which thing vve alſo have proyed, and God grant that 
yve and our Poſterity may {till 1o do. 


47 


"ao 030050 500 ogeoyts 
THE 
Duty of a Good Shepherd : 

B Y 
Dr. MARTIN LOTHER: 
Being his 


COMMENTIARY 
Upon 1 Pet. 4. 11. and 1 Pet. 5.1, 2, 3, 4- 


| bs -——_ 


Emmy nn t_— a= Um—— o- 


1 PE :F 4. 8: 
| [ any mnn minifter, let him do it, as of the ability which God 


miniftreth. 


FX THoſoever executeth any funCtion-in the Church, or . 
hath the cure of Souls committed unto him, may not 
deal as he lift himſelf, or to over-rule matters according to his 
own ſenſual Will. Neither ſhall he ſay, Tuſh, I am a Prelate, 
the people muſt all liſten to that which I ſay, and obſerve my 
Laws,Ordinances, and Injunftions without gainſaying.For God 
requireth this, that no man miniſter, or do any thing, contrary 
or repugnant to that which he commandeth and appointeth. A 
Prelate or Biſhop (I ſay) ought to do nothing in the Church, 
unleſs he be certain and ſure of the warrantiſe thereof by Gods 
Word: For God cannot abide to have his ſervice jumbled and 
mingled at pleaſure,with every fooliſhGuegaw,and light trum- 
| Ny. And therefore he ought to have an aſſurance and certain- 
(5 1n his mind and Conſcience, that even God both ſpeaketh 
ad worketh in him ; and to ſtand upon fo ſure a ground for 
| the 


+ 
q 


"the verity thereof, thathis Faith dare boldly witneſs wi \ 
and (ay, Whatfoever I have ſpoken,and whatſoever thaye #8 
or dealt herein,l am ſo outof douht,that the ſame in each reſp 
is conſopant to the Word and Will of God, thatl am ready.atk 
dare to ſeal the ſame with my blood, and roconfirm it with we 
Death. For otherwiſe, if-I wayer and totter this way and that - 
way, not knowing whoſe cauſe and buſineſs [ have in hand % 
Faith is builded upon the Sand, ſo that the Devil mine Adrver. 
fary,'is able to ſhake and tumble it which way he liſt, am. 
therefore we are here ſtraightly forbidden, not tO rely-unto,- 
nor to allow whatſoever Decree or Conſtitution theſe Biſhops? 
liſt toobtrude and en "4p ſs they ſtand upon a ſure ground, © 
that the things which they do, are allowed of God, yea Joneot © 
Ged himſelf; and unlets chey be able to ſay, Do this, for itis © 
the Will and Commandment of God, and we have his expreſs Þ 
Word and Commandment for our Warrant; If they be not Þ. 
able to ſay thus, they ought to be accounted as Lyars and De- 
ceivers; much leſs ought any Chriſtian to yield unto them Þ- 
therein any Obzdienceor Snbſcriptian. For, the Lord hath {© 
appointed,that our Conſciences ſhould not elſewhere be ſtayed, © 
but upon the moſt ſure and infallible Rock. And thus much for 
publick functions, wherein it is not lawful -for us at any hand, 
to follow our own wilfal Devices, and ſenſual Concepts; nor + 
to preſcribe any rule or order to he embraced, unleſs we be Þ- 
undoubtedly allured, that it ſtandeth with the Will and Word 
of God. Wherein we evidently ſee, how clean againſt the Kint- © 
dom of thePope,& his mitredBiſhops(as things therein arenon {+ 
handled) Saint Peters mind and Judgment was, long before any 
Popes were known in the World, to rule the roſte in ſuchPonti” FF 
ficality, as ſince they have done. s I» 


© wy —— —— 
1 PET. V. 1,2, 3, 4. I 


1. The Elders which are among you 1 beſeech, which am alſo an Fl 
aer, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt. 1 


ps: rigs 
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FT Ere Saint Peter teacheth thoſe that have any cha ge 0 : 
- & fecding the Flock of Chriſt, how they ought tanenn 
themſelves. In the Chapter afore, he told that-none INoul@P 
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© 46 reach or preach any thing, unleſs he were certain.gnd aſſured, 
Fr fame was the ſincere and pure Word of God, upon which. as 
"Frm and ſtrong Rock» our Conſciences may boldly ſtay: For 
© Doty is required of vs Chriltians, that we ſhomd be certain and 
iz > ——throtghly what ching 15 allowed of Chriſt, and wht 1s not -: for 
© Kothar waver in uncertainty of this knowledge, are r.07 tO be taken 
© Z2.2008. He addeth3lfſo thus mach, that whoſoever entreth- into. | 
© coke or Funttion, ule ſo behave himſelf therein, imeach reſpe@Q, 
© £--he ſhould nor doubt but that God was the Author thereof. Bur 
F-Þ& he here faith, peculiarly belongeth 30 Biſhops andEccleſiaſtical 
'F paſtors-wherein he teacheth them how they are to demean-themſelves 
"ts Adminiftration of their duties and charges, and what manner of 


F Terfons they ought to be. | 
* * We muſt here further be acquainted with the Phraſe and Propriety 
F bvfthe Tongue, wherein this Epiſtle was written; that, we/be not de- 


j 'through ignorance of the fignification and force of the Word: 

| For thisGreek namePresbuteros,which St. Peter here vſeth,doth ſignfiy 
* i Eder : by which Word they alfo are called that be Senators; that 
© ten excelling in Age, Gravity, Vertue, Wiſdom, and Experience- 
F After the ame ſort, doth Chriſt call his Diſciples, Miniſters, and Se- 
© nate, to whoſe Office ir belongeth to overſce and govern bis ſpigitual 
TE Empire ( that is, to p:c:th 2nd to take care of the Chriſtian Congre- 
F pation) by the name of £/4. 75, And therefore marvail not a whitsnei- 
* "ther let any thing, move thee, though they-which be Elders, be now a 

Þ-  dayscalled pts Titles or Names, whereof the Sctipture maketh no 
FT mention atall; But noc reſpeCtingtlie order, wherein: things preſently 
& and, weigh and conceive the matter thus: When St. Perey or any 0- 
F  therofthe Apoſtles, came into any City wherein Chriſtians were, they 
F ordained ſome one or other of them, ſuch as lived honeſtly and un- 
E blameable, and had Wife and Children, and alſo skilful in the Scrip- 


| þ F, 
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| tuex#f-.God, to haye the Superintendency and charge over.the' reft. 

FF Anthem they called Sentors or Elders, whom afterward-both St, Pc- 

F .t*; an alſo Sr. Paul called Biſhops, whereby we may note > that Bi- 

- "Pqx werend other, then the very ſame that were Elders. 

+ Touching this purpoſe, we read in the Hiſtory of St. Marim, how a 

_ Era aw.came unto a place in Africa, and. there Ina oor Cottage 
 Eldevly man, whomithey thought to! liave-been-fome: p! 
ry-man.: Within a while, they faw many peop! come flocki 
imhem he Prezched and-Expounded tlic WW 
Ver ehestbds!Pifbos-o0 Biſhop: -For in: 
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there was no difference eifiſa Apparel or mannets between the Bi) Þ 
ops. and reſidue of Chriſtians. *7 'Þ 
nog Elders ( faith St. Peter) upon tphom the tharge lyeth, to feed the | 
flork of Chriſt with the Word of God, and te have care over them in the 
: "Lord, 1 exhort, which am alſo an Elder. Whereby it manifeſtly appears 
eth, that they whom he here nameth Elders, were ſuch as lahouredin 
che Miniſtry of the Word, and diligently preached the glad Tydingsof 
che Goſpel. For,” ſuch as he was that calicth himſelf their fellow Elder, 
faeh alfoappeareth/ir that they were. And here we ſee, how fat he 
hutmbleth andabaſeth himſelf, in that, he taketh not vpon him the nawwe 
of a Prelate, (which in reſpe&t that he was an Apoltle of the Lord he 
might have done) bur calleth himſelf a Fellow Elder, and alſo a witneſs 
of the Sufſerings of Chriſt. A's if he had ſaid, 1 do not only preach, but 1 
am alſo among thoſe C: onfe ſors of Chriſt, that are excrciſed in dayly Af- 
fittions. And withal he alſo ſheweth that ſo many as be Chriſtians, muſt 
be perſecuted and ſuffer affliftion. And this is a true Apoſtle of Chriſt, 
unto whom if the Pope'and his Biſhops were any thing like, (as theyare Þ 
- ſhameleſs enough) to challenge to themſelyes the ſame Title) we would .Þ. 
not greatly ſtick, willingly to kiſs their feer. "BON 
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| Verf, t- And alſo a Partaker of the G tory that ſhall be Revealed, 


This part of the Apoſtles Style and Title, is of far more excellency, Þ 
'thenany that ou7' Pops Biſhops dare pretend to uſe. For thereby doth F 
'StiPerer take and reckonhimfelf Holy, anda bleſſed Man. And altho? + 
'he perfe&tly'knew, that he ſhould be a Partaker of the Glory to come, -Þ 
"yet takethhe no Pride therein, he lifreth not himſelf up in any fwelling 

Glory, bur modeſtly containeth himſelf within the bounds of temperate 
ſoftneſs and courtety. | | 


V: 2; Feed the flock of Goa, which dependeth wpon you, caring for it, not » 1} 
- conſtraint, but willingly ;, not for filthy Lucre, but of a oy Mind. | 


Chriſt is the firſt and chiefeft Paſtour, who hath many Paſtours under F 
* him;"as he alſo hath many Flocks :' whom being diſperſed in ſundry -Þ, 
E; ERIN World, he committeth to the charge and oyerſightof Þ 
2 ' their Shepherds and Paſtours, as in this Epiſtle of St. Peer, written in” Þ 
E - 26 divers Countries and Regions, appeareth. But what isthe charged | 
"theſe Paſtonrs.to:do ? Forſooth, to feed the Flock. of Chrift.' Thisword "| 
** (Feed) the Pope hath raked and haſed nnto himſelf, whereby he gorth "Þ. 
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L to prove himſelf Lord and Prince ofall, and that it is ia our oWn-- 

2 i IH Authority, to deal with the Sheep as he liſt=th himſelf.! Ble-: 
3 alas, who is ſo ignorant that knoweth not what this word ( Feed). 
meaneth: To wit, that the Paſtours and Shepherds ought ro provide 
- paſture for their Sheep, and ro ſee them have their meat 1n conventent 
*4dhe ſeaſon, whereby they may grow to be fruitful: And moreover 
<6 watch that devonring IWelves ruſh not in among them, 4nd tear-the Flock, 
in pieces? This word (Fecd) ſignifieth nothing leſs then to &Z and 


. 


*Farthermore St. Peter caeth it peculiarly tbe Flock of Chriſt, as tho”. 
pe ſhould ay, Think not that the Flock is any of your own, ye are but 
'$>ryants and Miniſters to look unto it, yeare no Lords nor Maſters 
ME Contrary to the bold practice and cuſtomable dealing of many 
* Biſhops, which account and call every one within their Dioce(s 4nd Ju- 
{{giction, their Sheep. We are the Shee of Chriſt, for he ſaid afore, 
Tr are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bilbop of your Sou's. Biſhops are 
| Miniſters of Chriſt, to keep his Sheep, and co give them meat and 
- wiftire.” And therefore to Feed, is nothing elſe then to preach the Gol- 
3 34; wherewith their Souls mayhe fed; fatted and fructified, that ſo 
'F* theSheep may be nouriſhed with the Goſpel. This is the only and pro» 
per Office of a Biſhop, 
#3 cSofaid Chriſt vngo P:r-; Fred my Sheep, Joh. 21. that is, the Sheep 
Þ ; nhich1commit unto thee to feed, are not thine but mine, Howbeit theſe 
words have been ſocanvaſſed and wreſted by my Lord the Pope, that he 
+ thereby uſurperh add exerciſeth an external Domination and Lordſhip 
F orerthe Church of Ch:1ſt, whereas neither he, nor any of his ſacrilegi- . 
4 sChaplains; preacheth ſo muchas one word of the Goſpel. They btag. 
- thatthey have their Succellion-from St. Peter.. If it were ſoy yer ſear I, 
that it could ſearcely be proved:;that any Pope ever preached the Goſ-. 
' pl; for none of them hathJlefr any thing behind -him, that is written 
- addextant, wherein a man may read the Goſpel. St. Gregory the Pope » 
4 wasfurely an holy man ; and yet the things which he preached,.are 
| not to be eſteemed worth a ſtraw ; whereby it may appear, that the 
F - lame See of Rowe is peculiarly and ſpecially accurſed of God. 1 deny 
_ not; but fundry of the Popes ſuffered Martyrdom under cruel Tyrants, 
; ore Golpeb-ſake, but yet there is nothing extant that was-written 
Chem; which is Evangelical. And yet they ſtill brag and cracks. 
I  vELIStheir charge to feed, whereas indeed they do nothing el(e but. 
' Fanelc, and clogge mens Conſciences with Laws of their owns and 
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> kavock and {ble of mens Souls, never troubling themſctyes with 
eathing one word of Chriſt his ſacred Goſpel. 3 00 
Tryeit is, that there are many to be fonnd, as well Wometi as man. 
which are able to preach; and that wich no leſs Dexterity and ſufficiens' 
cy, then he unto whom that charge and office is peculiarly commitred,, Þ 
But becauſe the' greateſt number inthe flock always is of weaklines, © 


. 
% 
- 

. 
As 
Ca ng 


= F 


= 

+ 
*, 

: 


o 
"s 
= 
Fs” 
= 


” 
v7 
If 
# 
4 
. 
.... 
mT 


thercfore it is expedient that ſome be appointed to ſtrengthen and&©gs | 
' firm ſuch, and to keep back the Wolf from ruſhing in among them, Wi 
devouring them. For a Preachers Office and Duty is not only to feeds 
that is, to teach his Sheepz how they ought to frame themſelves to hes, Þ 
come true and ſincere Chriſtians, but he hath the charge alſorolook © 
- -that;the Wolf be kept out, and that none of the Sheep be devoured, ar - $+ 
ſeduced by falſe Doctrine, and ſo drawn intoerror, which is the cont... © 
nual'drifr-and praCtice of the Devil- Now, there be: many that can'well: Þ- 
enough avide to have the Goſpel preached, ſo that there might be ng Þ. 
exclaimingand ſpeaking againſt Wolves ; | mean, ſo that Preachersin © 
theiy Sermons, would forbear railing and taunting againſt Prelates... 
it alchough-F preach ſound DoQtrige,..and that which is teue 3 and 
gh. 1 feed and teach (my charge )the Sheep, well-an i@y ghtly ; ve" 
is not that ſufficient z for it 1s further required at my hands, to keepthe* 
Sheep from. danger, and to: have a, careful regard unto them,- thitt*? 
Wolves come not among them, to drive them away out *f their f; ile ; 
and whotefome:paſtures. For to what purpoſe is my building, if when T K 
havecouched;and-orderly-1aid my Stones, another ſtraitways come and, 
chrow'them dowrfas faſt again,and I ſeeing him, forbid him not ? The W* 
Wolf is well enough contented, that the Sheep be well fed, and fatted F 
tapood paſture ; becauſe the fatter they be, the pleaſanter and daintier 'Þ# 
Prey thinketh he to: make of them. . But that Dogs ſhould-inceſſantly- 
bark'and baule at him; that can he not abide. And therefore ic isamats, 
ten of noſinall-weight aod charges to feed well, according as God bath; FF 
given in Commandment ro do ;” and- it behooveth each-one in that futs, Þ- 
Etion-carefally tocconſider hischarge in this behalf, 2 
'The Flock (faith he) which dependerh upon you, that is, over ichyo, 
have charge, or which/is among you, and'not which is ſubje&and. 
a6 your feers. - Care for-it, and that net by conſtraint, becauſe: wen f Y 
therwiſe chooſe; but willingly ;, not for filthy lucre ſakg, but, of 4 renay. " 2 
Here he comprehendeth in one word, all that which the Prophe Fu A 
kiet inthe 34ch\Chapter of his Propheſy, writeth- concerning Pawerss 
5M er-Biſbops- The meaning of this place is thus : .Not only tee 
E*- - but take ye care alſo and provide for them, that they want nothinganes 
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F..ire any; frandeth in neceſlity or need; there ſee that ye releive them*. 
© 7Se:ch reſpedt, do the parts and duties of right Ep:/cepei, that. 
EF: warchmen and Gairhfyl Eſpials, Look out, * leaſt 6, of bars 
FE always preft and ready on your. guard, and diligently hold'and 
4 " efpy our of zour Watch Tower, whatit 1s that 1s wanting, or what, 
F js befallen unto every one within your charges. Hereby we may well 
F CZcceive and know, that. a Biſhop is even the ſame which 15 here meant 
F a £/der. Andtherefore it is not true, which ſome ſay, that a Bi- 
® &orick is a Dignity, and a Biſhop only he that wearerh a forked Mt-- 
& tre.  Epiſecp45y 18 not a name of Dignity, bot of Office: for he that 
T iiaveſted with chat name and title,.ought tolook to his Flock, and to 
Þ becareful for it, and 6 ſerve asa good Watchman, to fee abroad, and. 
FT learn what things be amiſs any where within his charge. As if there 
T he any that is weak; having hisconſclence wounded) him ought he to 
& confirm, comfort and heal : if any fall, him ought he to lift up again 
T ando a5 other defedts ariſe, to be ready to help, whereby Chriltran- 
T nople: fiiciently: looked. unto and provided for, both in 

tentimes to ſay, that if we world inſtitute a right, Chriſtian Com- 
þ zon-wealth, it were neceſſary, that in every City there ſhould be three 


F ol 


Ci 


- opfour Superiatendents, to take care and regard over the Church and 
Congregation, and to reform and reſtore whatſoever therein 18 amiſs 


©: And here he toucheth-two ſpecial Points, enough almoſt to terrify 
©” and diſcourage any man from bearing Authority over the people, or 
T 19 take this great charge and burden upon. him. Firſt there be:ſome 
| .yertyous and honeſt men, who half unwillingly are drawn into the Mi- 
| pane fan Bion of Preaching ; for that, they ſee it to be a painfvl 
& and laborions Office, toskout about every where, to ſee how the Shee 
® livez-to ſuccour and help them that be in want, to ſtrengthen and raiſe 
* .upthem that be wavering and ready to fall ;, and. finally to; haye ſuch 
T ligent care and contiauat-watch over them, that the Wolf find no 
F -#atrance to.invade-and come ruſhing. in amorg them; yea in, that: he 
F Ault not ſick to lay down his life for their preſervation and ſafeguard, 
— AC2N9tor that its ſuch an hard matter of ſo-great difficulty, truly 
| Garg the office of a goodly Paſtor.: yea ot ſo great danger if 
{ + mak-be throughly executedzand. that not unwillingly, or as though. It. . 
© 280, becauſe were by conſtraint. True it js, that. no manought to iny 
* ©; 2 IE into thatZOfficez bur if he be thereunto called an requireds 
. "RG willingly to take it upon him, and to diſcharge and perform 
%. rea ast0 lus function and office appertaineth. - -Fot 
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ith any profic fruirfully diſcharge or execute their 
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- Again, there be others:worſe xhen theſe, which take this Office upay 
- them for no other end bur for filthy Lucre,to ſcrape and rake topethy 
wealth, and to.pamper and cram their bellies. Theſe felows ſeek® 
only for the Wool and the Milk of the Sheep, but as for good Paſtyres: 
| fort em they care not ; and with this Scab is the Popiſh Clergy hortis/.. 
bly infeted, And this is a moſt hurtful, dangerous noyſome and filthy / 
Vice, then which there cannot beany ſodiſhonourable or ſhameful for+ 
him tht taketh ou him the name andcharge of a Chriſtiau Biſhop 6rv] 
Paſtor. Which was the thing that cauſed both the Apoſtles, tor} 
and Pal, and alſo the Prophets, ſo oft to record and inculcatei This. 
-aufed Moſes ro ſay, Numb. 16... bave not taken ſo much as an Afi from Woh 
them'; neither have I hurt any of them. And Samet :1(o ; Tekrowtha® 
T have net taken any mans Ox, or Aſs from bim, nor done” wrong th ary,” 
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Sc. : __ 4 el he. that hath Oe charge and __ of feed-.: 
Ing the Flock, be greedily, given to/ ſcraping: together. of. riches and ©; 
wealth, and to 'gape after filthy L cre "Tock an one*'( I ſay) ig im. 
ſelf. eaſily and ſoon changed from'a Paſtor into a Wolf, 7 (5718 

| | Vetſ. 2. But of A ready mind, | Ip , Wh 
..That is, even, with pleaſure-,. Let, the Paſtor or Biſhap apply Mg 

Office and Vocation, and'that with a'teady willingneſs. They that ths 

chearfully, promptly and zealonſly diſtharge their finRion, are thoſe 

which 2 they do their duties willingly, ſo do they not greedily pullthe'.! 
fleece from the Sheep. There be therefore two ſorts of falſe Paſtors," 

The one ſort occupy tlieir room grudgingly-and unwillingly; the.oo”? 
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ther willingly and gladly ;' but yet for gain and filthy Lucre: | 
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ed. Aud here in one word, Snint Peter atterly'overthrowerl 
Mnodoms of the Pope, and concludeth that no Biſhop hard” any 
SHity, fo much.as'in one word to clog 2nd tys the conſcience of the 
Sto the obſervation of their Precepts. For they themſelves 
St to be S2rvants and Miniſters, and to ſay » Thus ſaith the Lord, 
SF theſe be the words of Chriſt; it-is not we, the worc's are none of . 
+; and therefore ve 01:ght to: do that which Is" here commanded. 
cording to that which Chriſt ſaith; Luke 32.7%: Kings of the Gemiles 
-,-rh over them, and they that bear rule over them, are called gracious 
rrds, but ye ſhall-not be ſo. Contrary whereunto the Pope boaſteth 
andbraggeth ſaying, We ought tobe Lords, and to us only belong- 
bro exerciſe chict-Rule and Supream Authority. 
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"Verſ. 3: But that ye may be enſamples to the-Flock, 
Verſ. 4. 4nd when the chief Shepheardſhall appear, ye ſhall 
nn receive an incorrupesble Crown of Glory. 
E; ok 2.5 & 4 | | . 
Fe that yebe the formolſt in the battle, uſing ſuch honeſt converſa» 
to; that your life may be a Lanthorn to give light, and an example-to 
the people, to imitate you.” But our Lord Shavelugs uſe to tell the 
yeople another tale, bidding them to do this and that, they themſelyes 
inthe mean while leaning on their ſoft Cyſhions, and taking their caſe 
like Lordings:; laying upon us great and grievous burdens, which they 
themſelves will not crouch nor lift at with one of their fingers; not 
Fmaveling any whit in Preaching the true Word of God, but rather 
commanding others ta do that, which they themſelves never did; nor 
'trer meant to'do. And yet muſt no man tell them thereof, for if he 
* do, he ſhould-be ſure quickly to feel the ſmart of it. 

- Again to ſuch Paſtors Biſhops, Elders and Superintendents, as here 
+inthis world did their duties faithully, truly, fincerely, and holily ; 
+ Saint Peter aſligneth no temporal rewar@; as rhough he ſhould ſay, your 
* Olhce and FunQion is of more excellency and dignity, then that in this 
Wet can be requited and recompenced ; there'is dune and kept for you 
LaErclarſing Crown, that ſhall be given unto you which faithfully and 
_ Uligently feed the Flock of Chriſt. And this is the exhortation where- 

with Saint Perer encourageth them, to whom the charge and cure of © 
wiscommitted. Whereby is manifeſtly concluded and proved, 

+ Pope With his Cardinals and Biſhops is the yery Antichriſt,and'” 
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